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f SOME THOUGHTS 

« 

ON THE 

;' vDOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION : 

TO WBICH IS SUBJOUrXO, '^ 

A FEW 

REMARKS ON THE HOLY SCRIPTURES: 

TOGETHER WITH 
AN OUTLINE OF THE 

CHRISTIAN'S CHARACTER AND FIDELITY. 



fiy his knowledge shall my lighteous servant justify many, for 
he shall bear their iniquities. ..Isaiah. 

All scripture is given by inspiration of Crod....FATJL. 

Mark the perfect, and behold the upright ; for the end of tjiat 

man is peace....DAYiP. 
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PREFACE. 



f '* THtS manual emerges, as it were, from tBe grave. The 
= leading features of it, were strongly impressed on the mind 
. of the author, at a momentous crisis — when be expected*, to 
be deprived of the residue of his years^ and to behold man no 
! more with the inhabitants of the world. 

Anxiously solicitous for the spiritual welfare of his little 
family, he penned the majority of the sentiments con'.nincd 
in it, with a feeble hand, in the hope that through the blessing 
of Cbd, his surviving children might receive some patfirnal 
advantage, when he should be gathered to his fxthers. This 
will sltrve as an apology for the familiarity of the style in 
which it is written. 

Being afterwards encouraged to present it to tho nubiic, he 

has complied ; under the conviction that the docti-im. of Justi- 
fic^itioB, in particular, is less attended to, and {)crhaps more 
imperfectly understood, in tbis than in nny other age subrc- 
quent to the reformation. 

And though it has been a uniform maiim with the author, 
respecting the articles of his faith, to call no man Master y on 
earth; yet he freeJy acknowledges, that, in this little perform- 
ance, he has been much assisted by the labours of those who 
have eatered on the inheritance of the promises : and has 
even used their language sometimes in preference to his own, 
as correctly as a reduced memory enabled him to recoileci: — 
MOt because he wished to enter on another man's line of things 
tnade ready to his handy but in testimony of his obedience to 
that injunction, Let each esteem others better than himself. 
. . Having stated these things, he submits the following sheets 
^o the candid reader ;. with an earnest petition, that under the 
patronage of Heaven, the perusal of them may be as benefi- 
cial to him, as the study of the subjects contained in them, has 
been to THE AHTWS^. 

Caroline f JVop. 6, 1893, 
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And hy him^ aU that believe are justified from all 
things, from which y^ could not be justified by 
the law of Moses. Acts, 13. 39. 

In the beginning of this chapter we are in- 
formed that the Holy Ghost required Paul and 
- Barnabas to be separated to the work of the min- 
' istry ; and that the prophets and apostles, hav- 
mfr fasted and prayed, laid their hands ooi them 
and sent them away. In the course of their mis- 
sion, they arrived at the capital of Pisidia (a 
small province in A^fa Minor) and on the sab- 
bath day went into the synagogue, afler the ex- 
ample of their Lord and Master* Being court- 
eously invited to offer a discourse upon the les- 
sons just read out of the law and the prophets, 
Paul stood tip and took thi? opportunity of show- 
ing that Jiisus was the true MBdsiAH foretold by 
the prophets, and declared by John the Baptist : 
that though he was barbarously treated, and cru- 
cified and slain by the Jews, yet this wad no 
more than what the same prophets lUid fotetA\jL 
coocerniog him : attd AatQotf%tWL«LTk%\sa&^^'t». 
tbe dead, according to ancient prfypVcry^-* «sAV\ 
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being seen after his resurrection, by multitude 
of witnesses who were ready to attest the tratl 
of it, were the highest demonstrations of his be 
ing the Son of God. And, therefore, since for 
giveness of sins and justificntion. which could nc 
be attained by the law of Moses, were now tcm 
dered to those who believed in Jesus ^ it near! 
concerned them as a matter of the last import 
ance, not to neglect so great salvation. 

This impressive address was delivered by » 

apostle, peculiarly eminent in almost every trai 

of his character. He was a man visibly of 

quick invention and an ardent temper. His na 

tural and acquired abilities, were such as entitle 

him to a prominent place in the highest circle 

of science* His education, which he receive 

at Jerusalem, was under the direction of Gamal 

iel, a doctor of the highest eminence among th 

Jews, and celebrated as a president of their san 

hedrim for the long sp^ce of thirty-two yean 

Til .: proficiency of our ap^stle, under this ven 

erabl»^ ^ntor, is visible to all. He was profound 

ly versed in the writings of the Old Testamenl 

and peculiarly acquainted with the doctrines < 

the New. All these, put together, suggeste 

matter to him in abundance, on every subjec 

that came in his way. His mor^e of address W8 

informal and unafiV^cted. His reasoning was Ic 

gic, and his arguments conviction. And in hi 

Epistles wc are constrained to consider hii 

when writing, as furnished with a multitude < 

sentiments striving for utterapce. 



ON JUSTIFICATIOxV. 

His constitution indeed waa slender, and often 
subject to distempers ; but his mind was strong, 
and endued with a solid judgement and prompt 
memory. His humility and self-abasement, 
was wonderful ; his sobriety and temperance, 
singularly strict ; his contempt of the world, great 
and generous 5 his charity to :hp poor, extensive ; 
his love for the souls of men, universal ; his 
ministerial labours, incessant ; his constat ry in 
the profession of reli^^ion, invincible ; and his 
style and manner of writing:, to inculcate it even 
by the confession of his enemies, weighty and 
powerful Let it suffice to observe, that in all 
his apostolic exercisos, he was under the uner- 
ring guidance of the Holv Spirit. 

The doctrine he appears particularly anxious 
to inculcate on the minds of his audience, in this 
place, is one of the most prominent articles, a- 
roons: the fundamentnls of Christianity, namely, 
that o{ justification by the Son of God : And by 
him all that believe are jiisfitied from all things 
from which ye could not be justified by the law 
of Moses. 

That no person could be justified by the law 
of Moses, is ah.jndantly evidint from the nature 
of it. The ceremonial law. which God gave to 
the Israelites through th' medium of Mosps, con- 
sisted in a ritual of legal ohsprvances. It made 
nothing pefert, not even him that did the ser- 
vice as pertaining to the conscience. 'J' he sacri- 
fices under the law, were int*»nded vxv^\A^ va 
symbolize the sabstance. ladeeA,^fe''«Vv^^^* 
ritical dispeosation serves to Vii^VtxwiX. ^^^ 'vo.S> 
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comfortable truth, that God never designed 1 
people should imagine their sin and guilt we 
actually, to all intents and purposes, transferr 
from the offender to the victim. But they we 
hereby led to look to Christ, the antitype of ; 
their sin -offerings in faith and hope, that their si 
should ail be imputed to him, and themselv 
through the merit of his sacrifice, be acquitt 
from guilt. This, as the design of all their e 
piatory sacrifices, \^hs more clearly exhibited 
them in the institution of the scapegoat, whe 
the imputation of our sins to Christ, was in tl 
most lively manner represented, Lev. 21. 2 
And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the he 
of the live goat, and confess over him all the ii 
quities of the children of Israel, and all the 
transgressions in all their sins, putting them up( 
the head of the goat, and shall send him away 1 
the hand of a fit man into the wilderness : At 
the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquiti 
unto a land not inhabited. Here was a plain ai 
express commutation or ^ran^/crnwgof guilt fro 
God's people to the scape-goat. All their ic 
quities, all their transgressions in all their sin 
weie laid upon his head. He bore upon him: 
their iniquities ; or, in other words, their si: 
were imputed to him. Now, we cannot for 
moment suppose, that all the hopes of the chit 
ren of Israel terminated upon this goat ; but th 
they looked to the great Antitype to whom the 
gQilt was indeed to be transferred and their ^ii 
Jtapated, aad from whom they e^^c\edlVk«-* ^ 
charge and jastificatioi!. Heuce VV. ^\««j\ 



ars, that the hopes of the faithful under the 
wish dispensation, with respe'^t to the forgiire- 
ss of sin and reconciliation to God, was through 
e imputation of their sins to Christ, the sub- 
iQce of all the Levitical shade ws, and the only 
le sin-offering. For a proof o( what is here 
vanced, the reader is referred to a perusal of 
lul's letter to the Hebrews, in which he yn- 
swerably proves to the Jews, th f the law-sa- 
ifices were inferior to that of Christ ; that their 
ternal service consisted only in carnal ordinac- 
B imposed on them, till the time of reforma- 
•n ; that as there was ^^ no remission without 
e shedding of blood, it was necessary that the 
tterns of things in the heavens should be puri- 
d with these, but the heavenly things them- 
Ives with a better sarri6ce ;*' and that the 
jfreat High-Priest is passed into the heavens, 
ving obtained eternal redemption for us." 
And, by him, all that believe are justified. Al- 
>ugh it is the province of a three-one God, es* 
itially considered, in the person of the Father 
justify those who believe in Jesus, yet as our 
itification was obtained through the vicarious 
bstitution of the immaculate Immanuel, this il- 
itrious personage beint; the substance and cen- 
J of the scriptures throughout, deserves to be 
itinctly considered in his mediatorial character, 
lis i? he, of whom *' Moses and the prophets 
1 write, who w^s delivered for our offences^ 
d raised again for our justification.'' A brief 
restigation of the ancient proyhecve-a c^^cA"^\^r 
r bim will coDTince \is o? IVvcat ^"^^^^ ^^^'^^'^ 
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pondence with the narrative of his incarnati 
life, death, resurrection and asceosion ; togetl 
with a satisfactory belief in his divine missi 
and a delightful prospect of their continued 
complishment in the extent and daration of iVI 
siah's kingdom. When we take a view of 
Old festument, through the medium of 
New, we find, that though lie was the worn 
ful counsellor, the mighty God, the cverlas^ 
Father, and the Prince of Peace — yet he ^ 
the m»n Christ Jesus ; that, though he was b 
of a woman, and appeared in the end of 
world, yet it h also true that the Lord posses 
him '* in the beginning of his way, before 
wo ks of old ;'* that he was ** set up from e^ 
lasting, or ever the earth was ;" that thougl 
hU divine personality, he must necessarily be 
Son of God and begotten by him ; yet his g< 
forth must have been of old from everlaStii 
and, in a word, thai the sceptre and law-giver 
not " depart from Judab, till the Shiloh cai 
who is over all God blossed for ever." 

Tho place where our S-jviour was born, 
cordin^: to the prediction of Micah, was Betl 
hcm-Ephratah. This town, though but 1; 
among the thousands of Judah, was honou 
wilh beirtg the place out of which he came fo 
who is the Supreme Ruler in Israel, Here 
was born ; but the place of bis principal r 
dence was Galilee of the nations. This pco 
who had set in darkness, saw this great 1 
among them, even upon them did the light sh 
jr/jo had dwelt in the laud of (he s\\^^^^ ^^ ^« 
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The circumstances of his appearing in the world, 
were low and abased, very different fronn the ex- 
pectations men had qntertained of the Messiah ; 
and, thereto re» according to Isaiah, he was despis- 
ed and! rejected of men ; they hid their faces from 
! bim and esteemed him not. So fir was his ap- 
; pearaace from that glory and m:ij< sty, that pomp 
: and splendour which was expectcil in the Messiah, 
; that he was considered as a worm^ and no man ; 
\ o, reproach of men, and despised of the people, 
\) "£¥60 the priests and rulers themselves, who 
should have been the buildtrs of the Jewish 
''' Church, like many in our ow^n d.iy, *' refused 
f . this stone, which is become the head of the 

in J ' 

1 comer ;" and the reason of this was, that they 
saw no form nor comeliness, no riches nor hen- 

K oar, no magnificence nor beauty m him, that 

'if they should desire him. 

This glorious person, by whom believers are 

^'l justified, is the Prophet whom the Lord God 
raised up unto his people, like to Moses. He 
pat his words into his mouth, that he might speak 
Qoto them whatsoever he commanded him ; and 
held his people under the strongest injrnctions 
upon their peril to hearken to the words which 



6' 

le 
>(1 



K ^Ui prop^/ should speak in his name ; and ac- 
cordingly we find him diligent and faithful in the 
discjiarge of the sacred and important trust. He 
constantly preached righteousness in the great 
'Y congregation, and declared tJie faithfulwe.%<& vkv^ 
*j salvation of God. He auuoimee^ Vo ^iXie n^^^^ 
y tie Joyful news of a glofiowa s^Vi^Si^VL \xws\ "s-v 
S^ilt, danger and misery, '' TVe s^vcv\. oS. ^ 
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Lord God ivas upon him, becaupe the Lord anc 
ed him to preach good tidings to the mee 
He sent him to " bind up the broken heartec 
proclaim hberty to the captives, and the acce 
ble year of the Lord, to comfort all 'hat mom 
He exercised the most tender compassion to d 
doubtful a d tempted souls. He did not '* br 
the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking i 
but strengthened the weak hands, confirmed 
feeble knees, and said to them of a faint he 
be strong, fear not." 

He warned careless and secure sinners of tl 
misery and danger, proclaiming to them the 
of vengeance, and admonishing them to be w 
to serve the Lord with fear, and to kiss the i 
lest he should be angry, and they perish f 
the way, when his wrath is kindled but a lil 
He made the path of salvation plain to those i 
believe in him, like a highway, where 
way-faring m^n, though fools, should not < 
As the great high priest of our profession, he l 
our gri« fs and carried our sorrows. The cl 
tisement of our peace, was upon him, and v 
his stripes we are healed. He made his sou 
efifering for ^in, and brought in evr'asting ri| 
eousness ; and this is the name whereby h 
called with the greatest emphasis and propria 

THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. The Lord 

given him for a covenant to the people, to esl 

lish the earth, and has promised that his covei 

shall stand fast with him. lii «i vio\d^\\^ U 

advocate, with the Father, ^tk^Lmia^e^Vivx^^ 

9Jon for transgressors ; axxA accoi^w% \» ' 
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c'l oath concerning Iiim, he remains a priest for 
ever, after the order of Molchisedek. 

This is not all. Our eternal Intercessor, is 
also King of kings, and Lord of lord*'. God has 
set hid King up-n his holy liill of Zion. The 
throne of God, our Siiviour. is for ev( r and ever, 
and the sceptre of his Kingdom is a scoptrc of 
'4 righteousDess. As n King, he reigns in the hearts 
^1 of hi^ people, brings them into subjection lo him- 
4 self, and makes them willing in the day o^' his 
: power. As a King, he sits at God's right h nd, 
"'] and rules in the midst of his enemies. Id his 
'* Majesty he rides forth prosperously conquering 
-| and to conquer. Nor was his regal office limited 
'I to the establishment of Christianity, for of the 

5 increase of his government and peace, there is 
. no end. He sits upon the throne of David, and 
f in his kin«i(iom to order it, and to establish it with 
• judgement and with justice, from henceforth, 
f even for ever. 

I The personal properties which have so illus- 
triously distinguished our Redeemer, such as his 
innocence, wisdom, humi'itv. &c. have been ac- 
cnrately described in the style of a prophecy, 
and have all had th^ir literal accomplishment in 
the remarkable incidents of his life and death. 
Previous to his entering upon his public minis- 
try, there was a messenger sent before him in 
the spirit of the prophet Elijah^ to prepare the 
hearts of God's people for his rece\jUo^ % -^sA 
theo the Loid, whom the"j «o^iii^\.^ ^«sv^«^\^^^^'«^-;j 
to bis temple, and by his ap^twiwx^^ «xA ^^^^ 
iag there, made the gVoty ol ^^ Vs^Vft.^ ^^ 
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much greater than that of the former, which wa 
built by SoIomoD. This is the Star which cam 
out of Jacoby and eulighteDed the whole land c 
Israel. 

in confirmation of his divine mission, h 
wrought many wonderful miracles. Then *' th< 
eyes ot* the blind were opened, and the ears € 
the deaf unstopped. The lame man leaped as 
hart, and the tongue of the dumb sung. In thi 
day the deaf heard the words of the book, an 
the eyes of the blind saw out of obscurity, ao 
out of darkness. The meek also in>.reased^lhei 
joy in the Lord, and the poor among men, rejoi< 
cd in the holy one of Israel." 

When the stretching out of ImmanueFs wing 
had thus filled the land of Judah, it might be e: 
pected that he would have met with a most jo] 
ful entertainment among the people ; bat tl 
case was far otherwise. Though he was for 
sanctuary to some, yet he was for *' a stone < 
stumbling, and a rock of offence to both tl 
houses of Israel ; and many among them stun 
bled and fell, and were broken, and scared ai 
taken :" for the testimony was bound up, and tl 
law sealed among his disciples, known indei 
and understood by them, but unknown by tl 
body of the Jewish nation. 

When the prophetic calculation, determini 

upon this people, and recorded in the book 

Daniel was accomplished, Messiah was cut o 

but not for himselt. The r\i\exs oV UTvv^\^Yii\! 

zenith of their envy, and uwexam^XedL xsvaX- 

took counsel together agaiual VVi^ l*otd wn^ 
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anointed. He was bftrayed into their hands, by 
one of his on n familiar friends. They insulted 
and mocked him, with the most unrc asonable in- 
vectives ; and having >^onnded and bruiffed him, 
they pierced his hands and his feet, and cut him 
off, by tortures inconceivable, from the land of 
the living. 

But though his body was buried, God did not 
suffer hi* holy one to see corruption. The ^rave 
was unable to detain its prisoner. I know, says 
Job, that my R-^deemer liveth, arfd that he shall 
Etand at the latier day upon the earth. After his 
soul was made an offering for sin, he saw his seed 
and prolonged his d-iys. He ascended to the 
right hand of Goc*, and the Lord sj'id to him, sit 
thou at my right hand, uutil I make thine enemies 
thy footstool. He j»«cended on high, that he 
might lead captivity captive, and gi\e gifts to men. 
The native conspqnence efMessiah'* excision, 
wa«, the rejectioii of the Jews, and the raMin;; 
of th** G^'otiles into a Church capacity, axonling 
to Isaiiih 65th : The Lord GoH shn!i slay thee, 
and call his servant by anoMier name. Thus 
the isles have bfcn induced to wait for his law. 
He has brought for? h j'ldgement unto the Gentiles. 
The children of the desolate woman have been 
many; and her seed has inherited the Gentiles, 
and made the de^^olate cities to be inhabited. 
Our Lord Jesus was jriven for a light to the Gen- 
tiles, that be m'ght be for salvation to the ends 
of the earth, and the Gentiles have cotue Vc:^ Vsssv 
light, and 
And Dot onJ 



rin, ana me ueniiies nave cotue vc:^ >nc^ 
kings to the \aT\^Vc\^^% c^lNxv^ xv^x^i 
nJy so, but we\oo\LfoT:'w«c^^^*^^^^^ 
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ing transport, to the more full accomplisI]i 
those ancient predictions, which eslabli 
faith in the Redeemer's universal reign 
believe that the fruit of that handfui oj 
which was sown on the top of the moi 
shall shake like Leba«%n, and they of t 
shall flourish like grass? of the earth. T 
nanne of our tjlorions K» deemer, shall 
for ever ; and his throne be -.oniinued as tl 
of heaven ; and that his seed shall be es^ 
-ed for e\er Men shall be blessfd in hi 
nations shall call him l)ip-?:'Cd. 

This 1>rief representation of Christ, 
collected from the Old Tesiament prop 
iiot o \y to ^{!0W their exact accamplishi 
ihf\ New Test «m^'nt history ; but also, tt 
that he was foretold, and consequerith 
ordained to be the author and finisher 
faith. That as there is no other name 
whereby we must be saved, so there car 
other way in which, or person by whom, 
be justified. 

We come now to consider more partii 
the doctrine of our justification through 
puted righteousness of Christ, and the 
obj ctions which *re raised against it. 

The ter:n JHstificotion, having one \w\ 
meaning throug out the book of God, coi 
signifies <obe esteemed, declared, manifei 
pronounced righteo«is. This is what the 
al word, both in the Old and New Test 
n^tnraDj s'/gniQcs, and in this sense only 
fvays used. I need not, therefore, xvcv^e 
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gire instances of the use of the word in this 
sense, since in all instances', it is used in this 
sense only. Thi?) 1 think will be univ^ ^^:a^y ac- 
knowledged, that no text can be found where ^us- 
tific€Ui9n is used for making us inherently nglit- 
eons. 

But though this word has one invariable signi- 
ficatiouj it is used in >cripture in a three-fold re- 
aped. Either for our present justification in the 
sight of God ; for our jus'ification in the sighi of 
men and our own consciences ; or tor our justi- 
fication at the tribunal of our Judiie, at the last 
day. The first of these, falls under our present 
in?estigation, which is to be considered as our 
acquittance from 8:uilt. and our acceptance with 
God as righteous in his sight. It is to be viewed 
as a sentence of absolution and acceptation b^ the 
great Judge of the world. A^ justification, ihere- 
fore, is always considered in scripture in a for- 
ensic or* juridicjil point of view it should care- 
fully be distinguished from the infusion of a prin- 
ciple of grace or inherent righteousness. Justifi- 
cation is usually opposed in scripture to condem- 
nation ; as the latter, therefore, does not imply 
that men arc made wicked and guilty, but pro- 
nounced so ; in like manner the former cannot 
mean the making o men righteous, but senten- 
tially declaring and pronouncing them to be so. 
Were this duly attended to, many of the objec- 
tions made against this, doctrine, I ap^rehe^d^ 
wouhJ Faoish of coarse \ \el V\v\^ ^^wVwsv^vX. \i^ 
kept ia view, that I am nol cotv%\^^V\\\%VQr« ^ 
should become inherency t\^^^\.eo^\?»^>^ ^x^'^'^ 
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tion of our nature ; but how we may be acquit- 
ted from ^uilt, and accepted as righteous, bj the 
sentence of our glorious Judge. 

The imputation now to be considered, respedB 
a justification, which is proposed as the relief of 
sinful perishing men, from the penalty of a con- 
demning law, and implies a change of the sinner'fl 
state, from guilt to grace, from death to life, m a 
relative sense. 

It is evident, that a character or quality, may 
be imputed to a person, which was not hie owa 
origmally or antecedently, but is judged and e<« 
teemed to belong to him, and is bis, on accouDt 
of such imputation only. Thus a debt is impu^ 
ted to a surety, and the surety's payment of a deU 
is imputed to the principal debtor, and is pleada- 
ble by him in discharge from his creditors' de- 
mands. If he has wronged thee aught, sayi 
Paul of Onesimus, put that to my account, or, im- 
pute it Unto me. Thus our sins arc imputed te 
Christ, inasmuch as he, in the character of our 
surety, has undertaken to discharge those debte 
to the justice of God ; and ihus his righteouBneM 
is imputed to us, it having been wrought out foi 
us and given to God on our behalf. 

From these premises, we are to understand the 
imputation in quei^tion, to be God's gracious do- 
nation of the perfect righteousness of Christ tc 
believers, and his acceptation of their persons 
as righteous on the account thereof, their siot 
hejDg imputed to him, and hU obedv^xic^ belfM 
j'mputed to tbem, they are \)'j VuXxie >a«ttol % 
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from guilt, and accepted as righteous bc< 

ire not, therefore, to consider our justifi« 
3y the imputed righteousness of Christy 
yiog and supposing that God does esteem 
rs to be what indeed they are noi. He 
( them to be poor, sinful, imperfect 
ho have no otherwise satisfied rhe claims 
ustice and the df'.mands of the law, than 
jbedience of their surety, which is really 
itation, become theirs, and they are on 
3unt thereof, considered righteous in the 
God, although antecedent to that imputa- 
ey were legally condemned crimin;*Is, and 
they yet remain inherently imperfect and 
rcatures. 

[re further to consider that this righteous- 
Christ, is imputed to none but believers ; 
I, all that beheve are justified. This 
iisness is revealed from faith to faith, not 
1 before we have faith, as the Aotinomi- 
'am ; nor is the imputation delayed, till 
.ts and effects of faith shall appear in an 
it life, as others seem to suppose ; but it 
ted at and upon our believing. Faith is 
eiving of du offered Saviour, in his person^ 
:es, and all his benefits, and therefore it is 
ving of his righteousness^ which is one of 
efits, freely offered in the gospel, to all 
ill accept of it. Thus we are «aC«\^ 
t to this conclusion, tViiA o^Tyc»>A^^»fi^^'^ 
'oiputed righteousneft« o? CAvtoX, cwsw«^ 
;ious sentence of Go^» ^VexeXi^ ^^v«cv' 
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antecedently gnilty in his sight, is upon hi( 
lieving in Christ, acquitted from guilt, acce 
as righteous, and entitled to aii the benefits oi 
coveniint of grace, on account of what Chris 
done and suffered for him. 

Having briefly explained the nature of 
doctrine, I shall attempt to answer some ol 
objections which are raised against it. 

Objection 1. *' The imputation of our sii 
Christ, or the imputation of Christ's righte 
ne«s to us, are do where mentioned m the i 
of God. The terms and expressions used in 
case, are certainly of human invention, an^ 
doctrine of course to be suspected, as hartn 
original, rather from our scholastic divioes, 
from the oracles of God.' 

Answer The firs* supposal of this objectlc 

that the imputation of our sins to Christ, it 

to be found in the word of God. If it is m 

by this, that we. no where in scripture, fjnd 

proposition in so many express words, thi 

true ; bui I hope to show, that it is altogethei 

pertinent. = O ; the other hand, if it be meant 

we can po where find full, clear, and undeni 

evidence from scripture, of the imputation oi 

sins of beli'vvers to Christ^ I shall cheerfully 

deavour to correct the mistake. The whole 

vitical dijipensation, as has been mentioned, 

purposely designed to represent this comfort 

truth to lis. The same doctrine which w« 

ph}n}f pointed out by these typical rites, is m 

//aj2/'y confirmed^ by many p\a\t\ \kwk?^«i^« 

scripture, which cannot, with any a^^ww 
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', lie constrne^ in nny other aease, ihm 
I'lPHilinj; for; thus, Isaiuh 53. 6— II. 
I liHtli l^iil upon hitn, ihe ioiquitjf of as 
f i\:.\\l he.iT their iDiquities. ? Cor. fi, 
he hdth maile faim to be sin for us, who 
•in, that we niiglit be mnde the right- 
of Uod in him. GhI. 3. 13. Chri«t 
amad iis from the curKe of the law, be- 
iicmsefor us. I Pp.ier 2 2-1. Who, 
r^lf. biire our sins in hi- ovn bot'j od the 
iiiy other correspondent tens' mi^lit be 
ut rhe^e nre every way su%cier<ttQ dc- 

iniquity of ua all, coald be laid upon 
d he. hear our iniquities no other way 
putaiion ; it Ihen appeitrK frotn Esi.iab 
our iniquities were impvUil to hiro; 
k the K.lversaries of ihia doclnne, can 
r.itional pretence to any elhfrwayin 
■ sins run be SHid to he I'id npon Christ, 

9:iid 10 be^tr our iuiqiiilies. 
* hue been made sin for us MC.cor'in^ 

5 be must he m^ide sin for n^, ami 
■■ a sinnpr. cilerhy his own ppt'oniil 
V the imputation of our ^in lo hitn. I 
ive of no olhpr possible whj in which 

supposed, but one of ihi-se two. Kow 
pmy of iheformer supposition, ohiises 
:l it wi'h nbhorrencp ; anil, therefore, 
miist, of course, be allowed. If Christ 
niide a cvne for Ki, according lo Gaf. 
it then hive ihe violation of ih* Vn« 

him, otherwise Ibe cqtia ol vx. ilo'^^' 
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I not, in justice, have been inflicted on 

: inflict the curse or penalty of a hm* uj 

no way chargeable with the violatio 
: contrary to the justice both of God an( 

I remains, therefore, that our blessed 

,i could, in no other way, be chargeabh 

violation of the law of God. and then 
noxious to the curse of it, but through 
iaiion of our sin and guilt to him. If o 
Saviour bare our sins in his own bodi 
^l j. punished for our sins upon the cross, 

1 ; to 1 Peter 2. our sins must then have 

to his charge, and punished upon him 
imputation or some other way ; hen 
i ; . the objector speak sense, and tell us ^ 

^' way this could possibly be done. 1 

evasion is too trifling, to urge that th< 
I putation is not used in this case in 

1 when so many expressions are used in 

^ which fully and neces-^arily imply it, 

^^ the same significancy. True we do 

h express words, that our sins were 

iS Christ, but we do read in express wor 

if iniquities were laid upon him^ that he 
^f'. That he was made sin or legally reput 

on the account of them ; that he hi 
his own body, or was punished for 
the cross, and bare the curse of the 
we had violated ; and if all this does 
to the same thing as the imputation of 
\ Christ, I must for ever despair of un 
the meaning of the most plain and 
/ presbiom. 
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I now proceed to consider the imputatit»n of 
Christ's righteousness to us at^ suhstantialefi from 
the word of God. rlere \ wiUingly coorede that 
the wordi Christ^s righteousness is imputed to be^ 
/levers, are not to be found in the scriptures in 
express terms But then we have so miinv full 
and clear testimonies in scripture, to the doc- 
trine contained in th :t proposition, that there can 
be no reason to call the tru h of it into qne^lion. 
Thus Jer 23. 6. This is the name wtion^by he 
shall he called, the lord our rightegU'^nkss. 
Rom. 3. 26, J6. Whom God h;:th setfoithto 
be a propitiation through faith in hit> blood, to de- 
dare his righteousness for the remission of sins ; 
to declare at this time his righteousness, that he 
might be just, and the justifier of him that be- 
lieveth in Jesus. Rom. 5 18, 19. Tlierefore 
as by the offence of one judgement, came upon 
all men to condemnation, even so by the right- 
eonsncss of one, the free gift came upon all men 
unto justification of life. For as by r>ne man's 
disobedience, many were made sinners, so by the 
obedience of one, shall many be made righteous. 
Rom. 8- 3, 4. God sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned 
fein in the flesh that the righteousness of the law 
tanight be fulfilled in us. Rom. 10. 4. For t'hrist 
is the end of the law for righteousness to every 
one that believeth. 1 Cor. 1. 30. But of him 
are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is madp un- 
to U8 wisdom, and righleov^^l\e%«.^w\^%'^^Ov^^^'^^iv^'^ 
Bod redemption. 4 Cot. b. Vi . 'W?^^ v*^ xs;xsi 
be made Che righleouaT\^«»a Q^ ^^^ ^"^ ^"^"^ 

q1. 
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might add many more texts of scripture, to tl 
same purpose, bui how can more be needful 
satisfy any person, respecting the truth of oi 

justification^ by the imputaxion of Christ* 8 righ 
eousness, who attentively reads and impartial 
weighs these cited texts, without prejudice to tl 
doctrine, or a bias to some favourite scheme. 

Here let it be considered, we are express 
assured, that Christ is the Ijord our rtghteousnet 
that it is by his righteousness we obtain remi 
sion of sins ; that by his righteousness God 
the justifier of him that believcth in Jesus ; tli 
by his righteousness we have jcstification of lii 
aacl by his ob?dience we are made righteou 
that by his being sent for sin and condemning si 
the righteousness of the law is fullilled in u 
that he is the end oi' the law for righteousness 
the believer ; that he is of God made unto 
righteousness, and we are made the righteousn< 
of God in him 

It it possible th;it the doctrine 1 am pleadi 
for, should be expressed in plainer or strong 
terms ? The woid impute or imputation^ is ni 
indeed, found in these texts; but the thing i 
ten'Ud by it, is plainly contained in them ; 
tl'.v- he granted, Jind the use of a word will i 
jiistify a controversy ; let it be allowed tl 
Christ has fulfilled the righteousness of the 1; 
for believers ; that his righteousness is becoi 
theirs ; that they have, thereby, remission 
siDs ; are justified before God and made rig] 
eons; Jet these things be owued, «sk^\\.vi\S\ 

nalwportanty whether l\\e WQviX impitalloT 
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used Id this case or not. Now, these things must 
either be granted, or the \ery language of the 
scriptures I have mentioned, is denied ; and by 
sillowiag these things, the objector will acknowl- 
edge all that is intended by those who plead for 
the imputation of Chrisfs righteousness. But 
fFhj must the word impute or imputation be 
found fault with ; let those who object to it, read 
the fourth chapter of Paul's espistle to the Ro- 
mans, and observe how often righteousness 
is there said to be imputed to those who believe. 
Though the righteousness there said to be impu^ 
ttd, is not expressly called the righteousness of 
Christ, yet that is fully implied. For it was a 
righteousness whereby Abraham wi\9 justified ; 
n righteousness without works; a righteousness 
by which our sins are covered, so that the Lord 
will not impute them ; a righteousness by which 
God is the Father of all those who believe ; and a 
righteousness through which Abraham had the 
promise that he should be the heir of the world. 
Now can any man pretend to a personal righteous- 
ness, to which all these characters are fairly ap- 
plicable ? Or, can these characters be justly 
applied to any other righteousness, but that of 
Christ alone ? 

Objection 2. ** If faith be imputed unto the 
justification of a sinner, then Christ's obedience 
cannot be impided to that end, unless our faith 
and Christ's righteousness are supposed Iq ^<^ 
the same thing ; there is woXVah^ tcvox^ ^i^X^e^ 
tbao that faith which is so ohetv s^sa^^^^^^^"^^ 
ted for righteousness. Rom. A, \^ ^^o\^^Vj 
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own peFSOoal righteousness. The wo 
signifies faithfulness, as well as believing 
cladea evHii;j;ehcal obedience in the nati 
GotI deals wilh us ;is moral agents, and 
to us t'ieri£;hteousness which we person;? 
rather than that which we personally hv 

An^we^ I take this to bo the most 
objection that has ever be< n made ag; 
dortrine under consideration ; it, thore 
serves to be distinctly answered, I s 
cordingly, endeavour 'o show, »hat the fai 
is imputed unto righteousness, (for so 1 t 
word should be ti'ansiated,j does not incl 
dience in the nature of it. I shall ah 
that the faith which is imputed to belie\ 
their justification ^ is not their own 
righteousness ; and then attempt to mal 
ideiit that if the objector^s con$>truction 
passages in Rom. 4, were granted, i^ woi 
nothing against the doctrine of our just 
hy the imputed righteousness of * hrist. 
I am first to show, that the faith whic 
puted unto righteousness, does not incl 
dien.:e in the nature of it, considering fa 
reference to justification, Of in it? office 
fyins: ; for though a (rue and lively faith 
influence in purifying the hears and live 
and producing jbt'dienco ; yet it is of thp 
turc. of fiith to rxclude all opinion Ki( men 
selves ; to respect the promise of God*? 
jwd iiirecDy send us to Christ for justifies 
acceptaace with God, lhroucV\ \\\ft tc\< 
r^bieouaneaa ; so that ja8tifyiB^fovV.Via& 
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not include in its nature works of obedience. I 
need not use many arguments to prove this ; 
the apostle having, in the plainest and strongest 
terms, declared it. The very scope and design 
of the apostle's argument, in the fourth chapter 
to the Romans, is to prove that we are justified 
tDtthout works. This was the argument of the 
preceding chapter, which is confirmed and illus- 
trated in this, by the examples of Abraham and 
David J from the second to the sixth verse inclu- 
sive. Here the apostle uses a variety of argu- 
ments against the doctrine I am now impleading. 
He argues that if Abraham's faith had included 
works or obedience in it, he would have had 
whereof to glory. All works, all acts of obedi- 
ence whatever, are formally our own, being done 
by ourselves, and, therefore, may be gloried of 
as such, but Abraham had not whereof to glory 
before God ; so that Abraham's f;tith did not in- 
clude works or obedience in the nature of it, 
considering it as counted to him for righteous- 
ness. 

He next shows us, that if we had the benefit 
of justification, as a reward upon the account of 
any works or obedience whatever, the reward 
would not be of gracH^ but of debt ; for by what- 
ever law or covenant trans-'Ction, a reward be- 
comes due to any sort of works or obedience ; 
it is, however, become due, and may be claimed 
m a debt upon the performance of such works 
or obedience. Whence it follows AVwA. \^<j> '8.^^^ 
of obedience, either lega\ or evwex^j^Xv^"^- ^' 
be included in the natnre o? vv H^ws^x^^'vcv^ ^*' 



'il 



S; ^ 28 SOME THOOSHTS 

■ V. .. 

- as such, if we are justified of grace ? 

_;^ • debt. 

j-ii , In the nex* place, he shows u«i, that w 

J: h imputed unto righteousness, it is i 

'^ ... him that worketh not, that dees no 

' ; ;i righteousness, or in other wordx depcnc 

^. i- at all of his own doing in order to hii^ 

^•' ■' lion ; and. therefore, it cannot possibl 

ji ; such faith has any sort of works or obe 

'> i i' eluded in the nature of it, a* it ia a 

/ faith. It justifies on/^ as it receives a d 

- y ^ freely offered, or in the apostle's lan^ 

't believes on him who justifies the ungodi 

'\ I> is 00 room left for any evasion : alt< 

|- '^' critical distinctions, that can possibly 

Him that worketh not, is him that work 

He moreover ^hows us, that the fa 

consideration, is a believing on him wh 

the nnyjodly, and so cannot include e 

obt dience in the nature of it, unless e 

obpdience, ai d ungodliness, be the si 

.It is true, that a person, when justifiet 

exercising that faith, through which h 

Jied, cease*! to be in his st:ite, and hribiti 

i! ungodly^ for he has a f sith, which not < 

him to (.'hrist for justijication^ but for 

tionn which not only embraces the pro 

the prtcept too, and is a vital, active pi 

all obedience ; but then there is no r 

time iotervenes between his state of u 

and his justification, 

'■ He further ^hows that God imfu 

^ous/jess for out Juatifi^cation wilkout • 
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Iberefore, obrdieoce cannot be included in the 
iraiure ofjiistirying fniili aa ivch, unlc^^s obedience 
be tcithoit H"irke. Here the exiire^'t^iuns iira 
strong ADA pliiiD. There is no room lell lor fliift 
« orc«?il, VVbeti all ibe ino-i plnusible jire'ences 
:t in ihe world are miidp to evade ibe Ibrce 'it ibeae 
b: eiprefiione, urifAovf aiurfci i^ niibnut wnrk< still. 
How a^ionii'liiii^' does this pn-tence apj/eiir, 
itbea the apo lie doeK, with bi" onn pen. in as 
ttrongand pointed Unuua^e as can be ni-t^d. obvi- 
ate, reject and confute it; and tbitt too, in the 
very context upon which it \t founded : 1 need, 
Iherefore, offer no oilier argumpnto (o clear 
tbii point, since it is efiecttially done b^ ihe 
Bpoatle him^ell, and b>i reiedoning ought certnin- 
Ijtoeetile all nhjectiotis. 

I proceeil lo prove, that the failli which i* im- 
ptiltd tu believers tinro their jusiificMlion. in not 
their own personal ri^)>ieo>i»nest<. This will 
evjdenily appear, by considering the tulloning 
araiimcot!' ; 

Tlie righleonsness by ubich a 'inner if j'uifi- 
fed, is lh(- ^lltbtCon^^eli of Uod. The ri{;ht. 
eousne^'s of God, is revealed from faith to laiih, 
Ftom. I. 17- ^^'f- are made the rigbteousness of 
6o(l in him, S Cor. 6. 21. The rt(.'bUo«sne6S of 
God. nhich is, by tiiilh ol Jesus Christ, unto all 
and upon all Ibem that believe, Rnm. 3. SS. 
Now, It cannot be true, that tbe righteoufneit^ of 
God and our own inherent persomd righteousneng 
ar* the same thing. If \\ be ^f «Vftl\ifc^'fe^^^■«Ssl. 
IB thegid of God, Kod as a«t\iv1\^V>-e \\'^'v->t»'^ 
nese of iioi, the uuvieT '» ttWj ■ ^ w-'^'^-i ^ 
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sidered iu itself, as a principle, is ours suhjcctk 
ly, and considered in its exercise, it is ours Jo 
mally or our own personal act, and in that r 
spect, as far as it is any righteousness at all, it 
our own personal righteousness, it can, with i 
more propriety, be said to be the righteousne 
of God, than our breath can be said to be tk 
breath of God, our words to be the words of Goi 
or our motion to be the motion of God ; for o\ 
power to breathe, to speak, or to move, Is j 
truly the gift of God, di^ our power to believi 
Besides, all pretences of this kind, are utter! 
excluded, by the texts now cited. For if fail 
cannot, with any propriety, be said to be revea 
cd from faith to faith ; if we cannot, with at 
propriety, say, that faith is a righteousness I 
faith of Jesus Christ, then faith is not the righ 
eousness of God, by which we are justified 
and therefore, we cannot be justified by faith, : 
it is our own inherent personal righteousness, ai 
yet be justified by the righteousness of Go 
Again, we are said to be made righteousness i 
the obedience of Christ, Rom. 6. 19. ; and to I 
jubiified by the blood of Christ, Rom. 6. 9. ^ 
faith, as it is our personal inherent righteoustxes 
is in no respect the obedience of Christ, or tl 
blood of Christ. 

Furthermore, faith, as it i? our personal i 
herent righteousness, is our own ; but the rigb 
eousness, by which we are justified, is not o\ 
oi^^. Phi). 3. P. Not having my own righteou 
//ess, but the righteoQsness wbicVv \ft oi Oo^* 
/sAa/J only add, that if faitb, as \t \a omt Vtft 



ON JUSTIFICATIOxN. M 

t rigbteoHsnPSS, c;tnnot answer the demnnds of 
ft tnornl Ihw, it cannot justify us consi<»ti-nily 
ith the p<>rfections of tho Divine DRture ; but 
\^ former is irue, and therefore the latter. If 
lere had been a law given, which could have 
vpn hfe, verily righieousness $«hould have been 
7«he biw, GhI. 3 21 ; but «hi« was impo<«8ible, 
I the case of fallen man, as beinir utterlv incon- 
stent with the Divine perfections I think no 
«n Will pretend, that* our perj^onal inherent 
i^hteousnes- can answer the demands of the 
»oral law, and if lhi« be granted, ir follows of 
)nrse, th :t to be jusii6ed .by it, is disagreeable 
' the perfections -'f Deity. 
It <*annot be a^r^eable to the justice of God, 
lat we should be justifi* d by any righteousness 
hich will not answer the demands of the moral 
w. For which reason ** God sending his owq 
)n in the bkene<4S of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
mdemned sin in the flesh, that the righteousness 
'the law mi^b* be fulfilled in us." Rom. 8. 3, 4. 
is by '* declarinsj Christ's righteousness (by 
hich the demands of the moral law are satis- 
•d) that God can be just, and yet the ju-tifier of 
rnrwhich believe« in Je«?u8 " Rom. 3. 96. The 
irious God justly ^fluc «is the law, as the rule 
onr obpdi'^nce ; jistly required our perfect 
mformily to it, and justly art»«a:c/i the penalty 
case of disobedience. This law was tounded 
>on, and flowed from the justice of the divine 
ture : obedience to it wa* t^q^\\\^.^. '»kv^'^<^ 
n thy anis^xed by the. rccto^'ttlju^txce ^^ ^'^ x 
ersaJ Gorernor ; ai\A V\ke V^%vv^^ ^\^ws. 
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now the same that it was when the law was fin 
given ; and with the same inflexible severity re 
quires (hat it be fulfilled, and not a tittle of 
pa««s away or be destroyed. The same justic 
which annexed the penalty, must be sattsiied fr 
the violations of the law, so that the honour of 
nfi;hteous judge may be secured, and the penal 
of the law fulfilled ; whence it follows, that n 
personal inherent rijihteousness of ours, can jw 
tify us before God, consistently with his rector 
justice— because it cannot answer the dciuapc 
of the moral law. 

It is altogether impertinent, to pretend th< 
Christ has procured easier terms than obedient 
to the law of nature, and that our sincere ohtd\ 
cncc lo the gospel is now the condition ofourjiti 
tificalion : for, the question still recurs, Whic 
way is the moral law fulfilled ? Has Christ fttl 
filled it for us, or has he not ? If he has, w 
then have a better righteousness to plead, thft 
any of our own : but, if he has not, the law bfl 
still its full demands on us (penal as well as pre 
ceptivo) notwithstanding any righteousness ( 
our own ; so that hereby we cannot be jastifoc 
consistently wilh ^he governing justice of Gocu 

Neither can it be agreeable to the holiness i 

God, that sinners should be justified by any rish! 

eousncss %vhich is morally defeclivi*. The moi 

al law is, as it were, h copy or transcript of th 

holiness of God ; and must therefore be a pei 

peivu) and unalterable rule of righteousness t 

man; sa that as Christ's r\g\Ueov\^v\e*%, alo-ae, 

completely con/b rmable to th\ft\.\w,iioX\ivc\^^^^ 

'•* ^'"-' cun be pleD(^ i*^ <^ur f:ivo»:r. 
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I may add, it cannot be agreeable to tha iruth 
of God, that we should be justified by an^ right- 
eoQsness vvhich will not fully answer the dc- 
niands of the mDral law. 

God has pronounced eve r^' one .iccursed, *'who 
continues not in all things written in the book of 
the lav, to do them." If, therefore, we have 
not 3/11// conformit}^ to ** ail things written in the 
book of the law,'' then either we musi lie under 
the curse, or God must break his word. The 
latter, we dare not suppose ; and the for: nor. is, 
In its nature, absolutely inconsistent with our jus- 
tificatiuo. 

Perhaps, some may imagine to get rid of these 
argaments by alledging that Christ's fulfilling the 
hw for us, is our legal ri^hteonsnccs^ as freeing 
*i8from the rigorous demands and from the curse:^ 
of the moral law. But that our faith, inclutlinjr 
siQcere obedience in its nature, is our evarigeU- 
<^l righteowness, whereby we ourselves person- 
ally fulfil the gospel, and are hereby justified be- 
fore God. According to this distinction, Christ's 
righteousness is the matter, or ground, of our 
JDStification taken negatively ; as it consists in our 
ah^QtiOD from the curse of the law, and thede- 
j clantion of our sins forgiven. But our own 
lighteousness, is the matter or ground of our jus- 
tification, considered positively^ as it consists in 
pronouncing us righteous, and so entitled to the 
blessing. Now tbe least that can be said against 
this notion, is, that it eclipses the honour oC 
Christ; as the lord o\3B. 'SLiowT^oxi'si^Y."*^^ "s^^ 
leaves man whereof to glorij. ^wV>\v^ ^QTvi\^^^ 
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tion of this, will of course briDg me tc 
thiDg I proposed to notice, in answer tc 
jection now under investigation. Here 
observe, that if the objector^s constru 
those passages in the fourth chap.er to 
mans, were granted, and faith as incltidi 
gelical obedience in it, should be impu 
for righteousness, yet this would make 
against our justification by the imputed r 
nets of Christ ; for allowing that faith is < 
fional evangelical righteousness, and that 
it will justify us, or render us acceptabh 
as far as it goes we must yet have Chris 
eonsness imputed to us, or else lie u 
curse of the moral law, as 1 have already 

\f faith, including sincere obedience 
imputed to us for righteousness, this our 
al righleonsness must be imputed to us I 
in truth it is, n.imely, an imperfect righte 
Ood cannot judge that to be perfect^ whi 
ally imperfect -for hi:? jnde^ement ev«>r is 
ing to truth ; and a weak imperfect faith, 
of the best is) cannot constitute a perfe 
eousness ; and therefore it is of consequ 
preme, that we have some other and bett 
eousness, even a perfect one to plead, o1 
we must perish eternally. 

At the best, we cannot at present be jug 

our own righteousness, so long as we 1iv< 

state of imperfection ; but must wait 'or ; 

tion of life, as a distant future benefit, n 

received till we are made -^w^ecXW 

^^hereas, hy the whole CTXTvetiV. o^ ^ct 
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irs that jiistification is a present benefit, tak- 
lace in the life that now is. Helievers \u\e 
nerely a promise that they shall be justified, 
irc, in the most pxpr* ss terms, represented 
pipture as already justified — as actually pat' 
d and made accepted in the beloved — as having 
ssed from <leath to life," and reinstated in 
*s special favo'ir ; so that *' there is now no 
emdiiion to them," but *' they are now the 
5 of salvation." 

lius I h ivc cndeavonre;! to consider the dif- 
it parts of this objection distinctly^ and to il- 
ate the anr-wers from the nature of things, 
:onfirm tbem by fu!l and plain scripture tes- 

conclude this point, faith is our justifying 
eousne^s, in the same sense ns a condemned 
ifactor's accepting his princess pardon is his 
^erance from execution ; or as a beggar's ac- 
injEu an alms, is his preservative from starv- 

As in these cases it is not the act of receiv- 
6m/ the benefit received, which is the pre- 
ation ; so in that case it is not the act of re- 
iig Christ, but the benefit received by faith, 
111 is the believer's righteousness, 
bjection 3, *' But our blessed Saviour has 
;hased for us new and easier conditions of 
and instead of the sinless obedience required 
le moral law, he has now gi^en us a new law 
race, which only requires faith with sincere 
lience to the gospel, as Ihe cc^t\^\\\w\ ^^ vscsw^ 
Qaition and «cceptiince \n\\\v Cicv^. ^\v^^< 

1 necessary conseoueuce, VVv^^ ^^^^ AjasJw; 
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tion, or title to eternal life, depends dot up( 
Christ's righteousness imputed to us, but u| 
our f.iith, including sincere obedience to the 
pel, as the condition to which n is promisekl. 
our obedience is imperfect, so our state of ju8(|fi'''i 
cation is imperfect also, and we shall not be [ 
fectlv justified, till our obedience be perfected:* 
An!9t>er This f>und<«tion, is piesuiiied to btil 
unscriptural and inconsistent, and therefore daft*] 
gerou< in trie extreme. Permit me to inqniMij 
from what part or portion of the word of God|| 
this fmcifu! po^ition can have <he shadow of «0]M| 
port ? i h'lve already proved the vicarious sub*] 
8ti:ution of Christ, in the clearest manner, from ti6 
scri[>M]res both of the Old and New i etamentt;' 
but of l'i<5 !)urchasing this new law of grace, noti 
one word is to be found in that sacred b(>ok«' 
May we not justly supf ose, that if this scbenr 
were right, we should have it plainly reprear 
ed in the oracles of God, and not be left to gr 
in the dark and to find out by far-fetched c 
quepces, what is the foundation of our ho' 
practice ? How vast is the difference b 
the one and the other side of this questio 
the one side, we have very numerous ^ 
pre«!s scripture authorities, for our jr 
through the righteousness of Christ ; o 
er side, there is a deep silence throuj 
whole word of God, About any pure' 
new law, such a law of favourable f 
about those new conditions of our • 

/Aofif easier terms ^ n-ffiiely, our fa'iV 

'Obedience. Of course we are ob\ 
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^his scheme, as it does not speak according to the 
law and the testimony. 

I would further inquire whether, in the nature 
of things, there can be any justification at all 
apon such conditions as are contained in the ob- 
jection ? I have shown that justification is al- 
ways to be understood of our being esteemed^ 
ieclaredf manifested^ or pronounced righteous. 
Now, if our evangelical obedience be imperfect ^ 
79^ are still unrighteous by our remaining siu and 
lisobedience, against this imaginary new law of 
'race, and consequently, God cannot judge and 
ieclare us righteous, by virtue of our obedience, 
tis certain, that no man upon earth, is or can be 
jerfectly sincere, perfectly believing, or perfect- 
y obedient to the gospel. He knows nothing of 
limself, who does not knew this to be fact ; the 
ibjector must, therefore, at the best, be but im- 
»erfectly righteous, as long as he lives ; and ac- 
ordingly, he that can make no wrong judgement, 
Fill esteem him to be as he is ; so that the man 
3ast live and die unjustified, and appear at the 
ar of Christ, in the same state. 

To speak of an imperfect or defective state of 
istification, seems to be a most egregious trifling 
1 this awful concern. We either are justified, 
r we are not ; either God does pronounce us 
ighteous, or he does not. Now if he doesy we 
re free from guilt, and fully accepted of him ; 
' he does not, we are under guilt, and a sentence 
f condemnation. There cwi V>fe w^ \s\\\^^ '^^'^ 
jtween that of palvftcatvow wA c.wA«as»sJsNRj^ 
3wever, wete it even gc^oXe^y.^^''^^'^^'^ 
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be imperfectly justified, in proportion to 
conformity to this supposed new law, we musi 
the best, live and die but imperfectly justifii 
and, as I before observed, must appear at the 
of Christ, in the same state in which we die., 
consequently be but imperfectly justified /or ei 
unless some unknown remedy be provided 
yond the grave. 

Besides, we can have no sincere obedience 
this new law of grace, before we are justifi 
Faith, indeed, does precede our justificatioi 
order of nature, but not in time. There ia 
moment of time wherein a man is a true believ 
and yet not justified before God, and therefc 
thf re cannot be a moment of time for faith to 
operative, and bring foiih the fruits of new o 
dience, prtor to our justification. This is 
constant language of scripture, ^* He that beli 
eth is not condemned.*' An unjustified belie 
is a solecism in the world of grace. 

This doctrine perverts the gospt^I of the gr 
of God, and makes it strictly and properly a c 
cnant of works. The condition of the cover 
of works was this, " The man that^ doeth th 
things shall live by them,*' and the conditio! 
our justification according to this new scheme 
•* The man that doeth these things," that | 
forms sincere obedience to this ne^ law of gn 
shall live by them. Where then is the differe 
between the old covenant of works, and the 
imaginary law of grace ? Obedience is the cc 
nsn/ condition of the one as weW as> o\ xVv^ qV 
^rid by ruDDiBg a parallel belweeuttiftXa^ VVxc> 
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mod in all things to agree, tos a coyeaant of 
s ; thus justification, according to the tenor 
.6 old covenant, was of deht^ and so it is with 
id to this pretended new law of grace. An 
ation to give a reward for service perform- 
lakcs it a debt upon the service baing per- 
ed, and it can be claimed as such, whatever 
ortion ther^ is between the reward and the 
ce by which it becomes due. The old cov- 
t, of works when it exacted obedience, 
no new strength for the performance of it ; 
hus it is in the present case ; for unless we 
nited to Christ and interested in his righteous- 
we can have no security of new supplies ol 
i and strength when we need them. What* 
pretences to gracious assistance, the patrons 
is new law of grace may make, they do not 
isa to believe that God has, by covenant, 
ed to us fresh supplies of grace for persever* 
bedience. 

;cording to the tenor of the old covenant of 
:s, justification was suspended, forfeited apd 
upon the non -performance of (he obediencq 
ired ; and so it is according to the tenor of 
lew law of grace. 

it be pretended, that the conditions of thi^ 
covenant, are much easier than those of (he 
ovenant of works, which required perfect^ 
his but imperfect obedience, as the term of 
cceptance with God, I answer : This suppo- 
ould not alter the general nature of the cove- 
Works are works, obed\wv!C^\^ Oc^^^v^^^^-. 
ber perfect or impetfecX. 1V^ c^ixvA\x>.wi ^ 



fj SOME THOUGHTS 

each corenant, is works ; and works come into 
very formal nature of each, as they are cc 
nants. 

Besides, it is a great mistake to suppose, l^ ^ 
the conditions of this new law or covenant| ^ 
easier than the conditions of the old covenanm 
works ; the Ci\se is far otherwise. Adam, i^^ 
whom the first covenant was made, had suffici^ 
power and ability to ful61 all its conditions^ and 
fully to come up to all its demands; but fallen crefr 
tures are utterly incapable to perform sinceiti 
though impel feet obedience. They have nahtf 
ally no sincerity, '' no truth in the inward partB/ 
no principle of new obedience : nor does ffaii 
pretended covenant supply them with any. It ii 
more difficult for a man wiOioui legs to walk, thv 
for a perfect, vigorous, Hvely man to run. 

If it be further pretended, that faith is, accord 
ing to this scheme, made the principal canditkm 
of the new covenant, still this is but an empt| 
pretence ; for faith, is here considered but as ao 
act of obedience, and as being seminally or virit* 
ally^ all evangelical obedience, including tb6 
same in the nature of it ; so that this fai^h is noth^ 
ing else than a constitutive part, and active prin* 
ciple of the works required, and not distinct from 
them in the office of justifying. 

And was not Adam as much obliged by the 
covenant of works, to act faith in the.conditioDi' 
promise of life, and to subjitct himself to the aa* 
thority of the Legislator, as we can be by thi( 
new law of grace ? so that, let the case be invest!- 
ffated in any view, in eocry v\ew,aiv^Wi\^Tk«^ Vi 
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eenaDt of mild and favourable terms, will be 

to be as truly a covenant of works, as the 
covenant made with Adam, 
•reover this new divinity is directly contrary 
I representations which the scriptures give 
'the redemption by Christ, and uf the meth* 

which our salvation is wrought out by him. 
as *' made to be sin for us who knew no sin, 
ve might be made the righteousness of God 
Q.'* '* He, his own self, bare our sins in 
vn body, on the tree.'' Now, how can it, 
y sense, be possibly true, that our Lord 

Christ was made sin for us, unless it be 
'Stood in the imputation sense ? or that ''he 
our sins in his own body," unless our sins 
imputed to him ? or if he only undertook to 
tase for as a grant of pardon, upon the con- 

of our sincere obedience ? He is likewise 
3 give his life a ransom for us. Mat. SO. 28. 
:an prisoners be said to be ransomed out of 
lemy's hands, who are only put under ad- 
;es to work out their own liberty and deliv- 
e ? He is moreover represented as our 
nent for our sins, and an atonement which 
'ers have actually received, Rom. 5. II. 
lerefore proper to say that we have reteiv- 
5 atonement by faith, when it yet depends 
our future conduct, and upon our sincere 
2nce, whether we shall ever receive the 
It of it ? 

IS also represented as having tedeemftAx«» 
he curse of the law, Vieva^ toa^^ ^c««s>.^ 

Gal. 3.13. Can Vt \ie viA w.>Xv «ci ^^^ 
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priety, that believers are actually redeemed^ 

the curse, when they are still under the c 

and must contiuue so, untilj by a course of 

cere perseverint; obedience, they get themsi 

acquitted and justified ? or, how could our 

sed Saviour be made a curse for us, when ne 

our guilt was imputed to him, nor his suffe 

imputed to u8 ? Indeed, he could not be mi 

curse for us in our stead, when no curse d 

us was laid upon him, nor we freed fron 

curse by his sufferings, without procuring 

deliverance, by our own sincere persevt 

obedience. The time would fail me, sho 

particularly insist upon all the various repre 

ations, by which our redemption through CI 

is held forth in scripture, and show that thei 

all directly contrary to this modem schenM 

shall mention but an instance or two more. 

are said to be justified by his blood and reco 

ed to God by his death, Rom. 5. 9, 10. Bui 

we be justified by his blood, and yet justifie 

our own obedience ? are wc reconciled to 

by the death of Christ, and yet not reconcil 

God, but by a continued progress of our 

obedience ? Is it po.*sible the objector drtn 

venture to attribute that to his own obedic 

which is attributed, by the spirit of God, t( 

blood and death of Christ ? Perhaps some 

consider all that has been said, to be but a 

of words, and that those on hoik sides of 

question, might be easily reconciled^ if the 

ject were fnirly represented atiA Wiotow^X 

^esfigated. Bat this tentimo.ut Trv\isXgiT\w 
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eatest iDattention to the present discossioD. 
is there no difierence between partaking of 
gift, on ne other condition than a thankful 
tance, and having the offer of a favour on 
lodition of long continued services of very 
\\i and uncertain performance ? In (here 
ifference between expecting justification 
20 righteousness of our own, but only from 
ighteousness of Christ received by faith.; 
ir supposing this alone, an insufficient foun- 
, and therefore looking to some righteous- 
)f our own, as the condition of our accep- 
with God ? The subject has been fairly 
, and the difference if> found to be just as 
as between any other contradictory propo- 
I. Upon the one hand, Christ himself has 
*med all the proper conditions of our jus- 
ion, and freely bestows the benefit on oar 
cil acceptance. Whereas, on the other, 
t has not performed the conditions of our 
cation, but only procured for us the privi- 
o perform them ourselves. Upon the one 
we are justified on account of Christ's obe- 
K, but on the other, we are justified on ac- 
of our own obedience Upon the one 
ZJhrist has merited justification for us, with- 
orks ; on the other, Christ h s^merited jus- 
ion for us by our works. And in fine, upon 
ne supposRl, the first act of snving faith, 
an immediate and continuing interest in the 
r of God : but on the othev %u^^^w\^^'«5C\v 
the introduction to Xh^t Y\fe ol wci^^t^ ^*' 
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diencG, which is properly the condition of 
obtaining and enjoying the divine favour. 

But further, this new doctrine contained ia 
objection, is destruction to a life of practical 
ligion, and so cannot be agreeable to him, ^ 
^* gave himself for us, that he might redeeir^ 

• from all iniquity, and purify unto himself, a' ^ 
culiar people, zealous of good works,'' Hei 
charity urges me to hope that there are son 
who adhere to these principles, whose hearts fl 
sounder than their heads, and who evidence ] 
their prayers and their lives, that their d'^pen 
ance, is very different from their profession. • 
must, nevertheless, insist upon it, that such ca 
not be tru'y holy, whose hearts and lives ai 
conformable to the principles 1 am opposing. 

A holy life must proceed from a principle i 
holiness ; vital actions are not produced but fro 
a source and principle of life. It is necessA 
that we hejirst united to Christ, the head of i 
fluences and fountain of all holiness, and so I 
habitually alive to God, before we can actual 
live to God. \\\ our attainments in religi( 
without a vital principle within, will be but as 
carcase without breath. 

Whence it follows, that those who depend up 
sincere obedience for justification, most be stra 
gers to true holiness, inasmuch as they rej( 
the righteousness of Christ, for that purpose, a 
the supplies of grace for a life of holiness frc 
that only fountain of life. To seek justificatl 

/rjoj oar saactiGcationy is to \nveTl V\i^ ot^^t ? 
method of our salvation. It va to ^to^xx^^ 
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from the effect — to fetch the fountain from 
trenms. We must be crciited unew in 

Jesus unto good works, if we ivould walk 
n. £ph. 2. 10. We must be renewed in 
irit of our mind, if we would [»ut on the 
lan, which after God is created in right- 
iss and true holiness, Eph. 4. 23, 24. 
iany other places in scripture, 
ikind are either the children of God, or 
ildren of the Devil, Thi« distribution di- 
he whole human race, 1 John 3. 10. Now 
ire the children of God^ we arc already in 
Sed state, and therefore cannot depend upon 
icerc obedience for our jiistification : but 
are the children of the Devils we cannot 
y, whatever pretences to sincere obedience 
y make. We can conceive of 4!n unjusti' 
ild of God, and a holy child of the Devil, 
?qual propriety. It is, therefore, evident 
e can have no ."lincere obedience, until we 
stified : and that we cannot hve a holy life 
we depend upon sincere obedience for jns^ 
on. An'i as these principles are opposed 
fc of holiness, so they must forbid their 
ites to expect the renewing and sanctifying 
ices of the r^pirit of Christ, and of course 
hly destructive to the comfort of a truly 
us life. If we thus flatter ourselves with 
ipposed sincerity, our hopes and fears must 
: keep pace with our frames, and our whole 

a dreadful fluctuating between both, with 
t to the grand concern before ua> so re^U.^.^ 
consequences, iivcorvce\yAk\^ wA ^-s^^^*^* 
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ing ; is not this to be *' called to the spirit < 
bondage again to fear ? What room can thei 
be, upon this plan, for the spirit of adoption 
How can '' the spirit witness with our spirit, th: 
we are the children of God ?" How can we ei 
perience the ** sealing of the holy spirit,'* c 
** the earnest of our future inheritance ?" Ho^ 
can we have the " full assurance of hope," c 
how can we ''make our calling and electic 
sure ?" 

But let us suppose the best that can be suppoi 
ed ; granted that we should make a comfortic 
and encouraging progress in a life of sincere ob< 
dience ; yet how do we know but death ms 
seize us in an unguarded hour, and find us acti 
ally playing the hypocrite. In this case, whi 
will become of all our religious duties and a 
our hopes, and what will become of our souls 1 
all eternity ? 

Objection 4. ** Believers sin daily^ In tbougl 
word and deed ; hou then can we suppose thi 
our being once justified by faith, can secure 1 
us a remission of future sins ? This evident! 
opens the flood-gates of licentiousness, in freeii 
lis from a scriptural obligation to good work 
We, therefore, consider it more reasonable t 
believe in a first and second justification. Tl 
first of which, consists in God's accepting of i 
as meet prpbationers for alvation, upon our fu 
assent to the truth of the gospel, and our heir 
heartily willing to take Christ's yoke upon u 
3aJ obey him. And this is the justification \ 
which Paul speaks, that it ia * \)y i«v\\i n^VOcvc 
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the works of the law.* But our secondary jus- 
tification, or continued title to the favour of God, 
is by our works or by a course of sincere obedi- 
ence to the gospel ; of this the apostle James 
speaks wher he tells us that * a man is justified 
by works, and ifbt by faith only.' " 

Answer. This objection, on account of its spe- 
cioasness, has become considerably popular, and 
the investigation of it, will comprise all that is 
necessary to be said at present respecting the 
doctrine of justification. 1 shall therefore briefly 
consider it, and conclude the subject. Let it 
then be observed, that as the meritorious procur* 
ing cause of our justification, with all its benefits 
of grace here, and glory hereafter, was at once 
completed. ** The body of Christ was offered 
ODce for all," and by his obedience unto death, 
he ^* brought in everlasting righteousness," so 
the believer, upon his first being actually inter- 
ested in the redemption by Christ and receiving 
his righteousness through faith, is at once unalter- 
yi ably acquitted from condemnation> reinstated in 
ig\ the paternal favour of God, and secured in such 

to 



;| 



& continuing pn)gress of grace and holiness, as 
will at length eventuate in eternal glory. For 
he' "by one offering, Christ hath perfected for ever 
us I those who are sanctified," Heb. 10. 14. As our 
Lord Jesus, by ** bearing our sins in his own 
body on the tree," has " finished transgression , 
niade an end of sin, made reconciliatvoti <^^ 'vc^- 
of J V»«ty," and " brought in e\^t\\»\}«i^ xv^\».^^ 
//// oess, " Dnn. 9. 24 So b^ ?a\l\i Va Vivcci, x^e ^^ 
/ f^ive the forgiveness of ©\\\s aw^ ^wyv^ns^.^^"^ 



'ull 
ing 
lis, 



4« SOME THOUGHTS 

among those who are sanctified," Acts 5 
and '* are complete in him," Col. 2, 10. 
therefore, ** that beheveth hath everlasti 
and shall not come into condemnation, btft 
sed from death to life," John 5. 24. '' 
blessed with all spiritual blessflbgs in hi 
places in Christ," Eph 1. 3. 

But, though all this be so-^though l)y vi 
the immutability of God's counsel, the 
merit ot the righteousness imputed, the s 
of the covenant of grace, and the faithful 
the promises — the believer immutably rei 
child of God, and an heir of eternal glor] 
nevertheless, by reason of his daily sins a 
perfections, stands in daily need of a re 
application of the benefits of Christ's dea 
daily pardon to his soul. But, then, it she 
remembered, that this is not a secondary 
cation distinct from the former. If the b« 
sins, ** he has an advocate with the Fatl: 
make continual intercession for him," for i 
ed pardon and grac«, and for a continuance 
justified state ^^ He ever liveth to make 
cession for them." Heb. 7 25. 

It remains evident^ therefore, that be] 

are continued in a justified state, throu| 

same mears by which they were first brouj 

to it. " The righteousness of God, is re 

from faith to faith." The beginning, contir 

and consummation of our justification, is by 

/or we ready that *' the 3^t shall live by fi 

that i>, ffhall obtain new 6\ip\\\^% o^ "^i 

^rjd sanctifying grace, ttiio\i^ 5a\^. 
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ife which the believer lii^es in the flesh, id 
faith uf the Sod of God." Here is do 
eft, for a secoDdary justtficatioD. 1 have 
1 it to be an uDscriptural, and of course ao 
»sary. distinction ; and i may add, that it 
nsistent with ChristiaD devotion. Here let 
peal to the conscience of any real believer 
Lord Jesus Christ : Dare he venture into 
esence of God, and denaand pardon od ac- 
of his own sincere obedience ? Will he 
before the Eternal Mnjesty, the nulder 
of a new law ofgrdce, and tell the Almigh- 
' easy condition was purchased for him by 
3od of Christ ? that his own good works 
I justify him ? that he sincerely desires and 
vours to obey God ? aud therpfnre pleads 
me fit of rhat new co>enant of works, and 
its pardon and acceptance for his sincere 
*nce, according to the tenor of it ? If this 
article of our creed, why should it not be 
ise an article of our dcvotioD ? But. 1 may 
re to affirm, that every sensible, humble 
tian, will use a quite contrary areument, in 
r for pardon and acceptance with God. 
e Papists and Soctnians, together with some 
rn refiners, all agree in this, — that faith jas- 
as it is an assmt to the truth of the gospel, 
n entrance upon a life of obedience. None 
em suppose this first justification to consist 
r acceptance with God, as righteous by the 
;ou:sness of Jesu** Christ, imp uXed.V.^'^^^ wA 
red by faith alone. Ho^> Wiciv, ^»si "^v 
Hon possibly exist 1 U not VsiSScii ^^ ^ 

F 
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consideration of it, as much an act oi obe< 
ns.anj other point of conformity to the 1 
command ? What, then, do they mean, bj 
ing in Hords, lo a first justification by faith, 
secondary one, by works, when they ree 
tend (as I have shown) that the beginnin 
progress and the oonclusion of our justifi 
is by obedience only? Would it not be as 
iious, to tell us plainly, that we are justifi^ 
by works, and that faith has nothing to do 
justification, but as it is our own work and 
of obedience ? And, according to thi«i sec 
plan, we must be justified by every single 
our sincere obedience, successively^ or by 
gress of obedience, to the end of our liv< 
it is the former, we have not only a fist h 
cond, but a thousandfold ju^ti^cntlon ; but 
latter, we can have no justification at all, a 
as we live, and have therefore very little 
to expect it after we are dead--for, as 
leaves us, judgement will find us. 

With respect to the texts cited in the 
tion, they nre foreign to the point, and of < 
prove nothing to the purpose. On the one 
Paul addresses those who did not submit 
righ-^eousness of Christ, but w(»nt about " 
tablish their own righteousness ;" and t 
them, that they are building on the sand, ai 
they must renounce their false confiden 
perish. On the other hand, those who < 
ciate ^ood works, and neglect them as of n 
sequence to eternal salvation, avewx^^a^ 
apostle James, to consider bow em^Vy V5a 
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ession, how dead (heir faith, and how vain their 
lope of salvation is ; that we must either have a 
iving faith, or a dead hope ; that our faith must 
lilher purify our heart, influence our conduct, 
md renew our conversation, or leave as among 
he impure and ungodly for ever. 

ft appears to be a settled point with m^)ny , that 
5Pod works, or a life of sincere obedience, is ab- 
solutely necessary to our justification, which they 
consider to he our title to eternal life ; and that 
a right or title to eternal life, is promised to obe- 
dience, accordins; to Revelation 22. 14. '* Bles- 
9eA are they that do his commandments, that they 
may have right to the tree of life, and may enter 
in through the gates into the city." '\nd that 
God proportions the dispensations of his grace, 
according to the s:ood or evil conduct of his peo- 
ple, in the 18th and 33d chapters of Ezekiel. 
These portions of «cripture, are pressed into the 
service of supporting a slavish principle. But 
how do they support it ? Does it follow, that 
becanse we cannot be saved without holiness, we 
nmstbe saved for, or on the account (f it ? Tt is 
Dece8>aiy that an heir should live, and enjoy his 
reason, in order to possess an estate conveyed to 
him by his father's will ; but does it follow of 
coarse, that his liff an ! reason give him the title, 
anJ not his father's donation ? This right to the 
tree of life, does, in the original, siscnify a power ^ 
Jprhifegc^ or liberty ; but from whence this pow' 
tr is derived, npon what tit\e lVi'\?» Itberl^j ^"t ^tvvi- 
'^gisibandpj], the text says tio\.V\\i\% ^^ "o^ — ^^^"^ 
roaojirargtiment be diawa fromVXi o^^'^^^^^ 

F*2 
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proven by it, but that good works are Decei 
to salvation ; and this we are as willing as the 
'' affirm constantly, that those who have belu 
in God, should be careful to maintain ^ 
works." 

What has been so frequently and so strena 
1y urged, from the 18th and 33d chapters of ' 
kiel, are ju«t as little to the purpose. This 
evidt^ntly appear, if we consider that these c 
ters have a special reterence to a temporal 
vation from the calamities which Israel ei 
felt or feared from the Chaldean war. A pa 
them were already in captivity, and the ren 
der in dreadful expectation of the succec 
carnage and desolation, that made a swiA 
preach upon them They, on thisaccount,< 
plain of God's dispensations as unequal^ iio 
their own misery as remediless. In anew 
which complaints, God is pleased by the pro] 
to justify hi'i dispensation towards chem, ao 
let them know that hi de^ilings with them * 
according to their own doings ; that their ref 
atioa would avert his denunciations, but 
apostacy and declension from his service, v 
but heighten his displeasure and their pu 
ment. That this was *he desis;n of the 
chapter, manifestly appears from the whc 
the foregoing context, where their dreadfu 
struction, by the Babylonians, was predicted 
threatened, which g»v** occasion to obviate 
objections against God's dealing,8 with them, 
tojo^ive them a just view oC \\v^ Vim^ %^wtc 
cause of their misery and rv\\w, T!\\?A. \\ 
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the design of the 33(1 chapter, is clear, from the 
express words of the context, as erery one may 
lee who will read from the S6th to the 29th verse, 
where rooord^ famine^ pestilence ^ and utter desola- 
tion^ are expressly denounced and declared to be 
the evils referred to in this discourse. 

Now, what just argument can be drawn from 
hence ? Will it follow, because God propor- 
tional his providential dispea^ations to the exier- 
vol conduct of his professing covenant people, 
that therefore we are justi6e<i by works ? or that 
oor eternal salvatien is the immediate fruit of our 
oivn obedience? Will it follow, that because 
Ahab'fi threatened temporal destruction was pre- 
vented by his external reformation, therefore he 
was justified, and eternally saved, upon the ac- 
coontof it ? No: it is plain, that all arguments to 
the present purpose, drawn from these chapters, 
are wholly impertinent ; and the pleas commonly 
taken from hence, against perseverance in grace, 
because the righteous are represented as turning 
from their righteousness, are nothing more to the 
purpose for wliich they are uxed, than the first 
verse of Genesis. But. were itev#n granted, that 
these chapters have a particular reference to the 
eternal state of man, we find nothing in them res- 
pecting the foundation of our right and title to ev- 
erlasting life, or of the meritorious and entitling 
cauf^e of our salvation, they would confirm noth- 
ing more than this, that there is a necessary con- 
De:aon between a life ef obedience w\5l ^>\\l ss^- 
ration, smd between a V\fe ot dv^^W^x^'cw^^^^^^'^'" 
lerdition, which is a ImtVi »\\civie^ wv >ws?^^^ 
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of the question, and an observation fairly a* 
cable to any other text of scripture that can 
sibly be cited to the like purpose. For, at 
ting that the requisites and qualifications of t 
who shall be saved, are the conditions of 
justification, it will then follow, that per?€ 
ance is a condition of our justification ; and 
sequently, all dispute about being justified ir 
presi^nt life, is at an end ; because the hern 
suspended till the condition on which it depi 
is accomplished. 

If any further satisfaction on this subject si 
be thought necer*?arv, the reader is referrc 
the decision of God him«elf, in the 36th ch; 
of Ezekiel's prophecy There he will find 
it is God who takes away the heart of stone 
his people, and gives them a heart of fleshy 
he causes them to *' walk in his statutes, end 
his judgements and do them ;" and that it i! 
*' for their sakes'' he does this, but for ** his 
name's sak^ ;" and that wh6n all this is ac< 
plished for them, they will have cause t 
•' ashamed and confounded for their own v 
and to loathe themselves in their own sight, 
their iniquities and abominations ;" so (hat il 
harmony of scripture is acknowledged, it 
evidently appear, that though he who rej 
and continues in a life of obedience to the 
and none but he shall obtain salvation at last, 
that this repentance and niew obedience 1 
from Gofi's sovereign g^race, ^t\d is the fruit 
justified state. Now, "if repetiVwvce >Qfe ^^ 
and coo^equence of our jusW^^i^u^Tk, \\. 
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be tbe condition of it. There can be DOthiDg 
more preposterous, than to suppose an eff'ecl to 
I be a condition of the cause producing it. To this 
I purpose, the prophet Zechariah is equally clear 
I and express, in the 12th chapter and 10th verse 

I of his prophecy, or rather the Spirit of the Lord 
by him *' And I svill pour out upon the house 
of David and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem^ 
tbe spirit of grace and of supplication : and they 
shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and 
tbey shall mourn for him a? one moiirneth for his 
only son, and shall be in bitterness for him as 
one that is in bitterness for his fii'st-born.*' 
Here they are first renewed, and have a spirit of 
grace and supplication. They have first the ex- 
ercise of faith ; they '^ look upon him whom 
I they have pierced,'* and then follows their re- 
{ pentance, as an immediate necessary fruit and 
consequence of their regenerate justified state. 
As to opening the floodgates of licentiousness, 
. ' mentioned in the objection, we reject it with ab* 
i ' horrence. We justly detest the poisnpous prin- 
ciple of the Antinomians, on this point ; or rath- 
- er the unnatural conclusion, which they draw 
» from a justified state, who teach, that '* since 
.1 justice is satisfied we may remain perfectly easy 
4 with respect to sin. and look upon it as unworthy 
I. of our least regard." We believe ** all things writ- 
.; ' ten in the law and the prophets" and taught by tbe 
rs '. apostles, respecting the necessity of good works ; 
a i that they are necessary, &a be\\i^ <wv^ ^^svigi^^ 
V / oar election^ redemption, wni eS^c\\w\ ^^^^^'^ 
Ood '* lias chosen ua in Cbiv^l* Xi^fo^^^^'^^ 
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dation of the world, through sanctification of 
spivit and belief of the truth — that we shouU 
holy. He gave himself for us, that he migb^ 
deem us from all iniquity, and purify unto ^ 
self a peculiar people, zealous of good wor'^ 
God hath '* called us to holiness in all mann^; 
conrersation.'^ We believe good works to 
necessary, inasmuch as God has instituted th^ 
s)S means, preparing us for the heavenly inhet 
aice ; that we must *' by a patient continuali 
in well doing, seek for glory, honour and imml 
tality,'* in order to inherit '* eternal life ;'' II 
they are necessary, as acts of obedience to Got 
commands, and a just acknowledgement of] 
dominion over us. We are made partaken 
gospel liberty, that we may ** serve God withe 
fear, in righteousness and holiness before himy-' 
the days of our lives."^ Good woiks are nec< 
sary, as expressions of our gratitude to God, i 
all his goodness to us ; more espcciaFly for g( 
pel grace, and the gracious influences of his bh 
sed Spirit, and as necessary evidences of t 
truth and sincerity of our faith in Christ. Th 
are necessary, to honour our Christian profi 
sion, that we mny <' adorn the doctrine of G 
our Piiviour ;" knowing that " in breaking t 
law we dishonour God,'' but in bringing foi 
'* much fruit we glorify bin." 

They are likewise necessary to our inwii 
peace and comfort. ** There is no peace to t 
wicked/^ bnt the ** tesUmoT^^ o^ a %qq\ ^ 
science^ is a ground ol rejoKAii^.^^ 
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J . ord, good works are necessary, ia order 

><]r escaping eternal ruin and misery ; not as 
aD atonement for our sins, as 1 have sufficiently 
proved, or a right to be freed from condemnation, 
bat as evidences of our union with Christ, at 
that inoincntous period, when he '< shall appear 
in flaming lire, taking vengeance'* on the ignor- 
ant and disobedient, '* then he shall be glorified 
in his saints, and admired in all those who be- 
lieve," 

To conclude : — If the reader had an opportu- 
■ity of perusing the many elaborate volumes, 
written by our lirst reformers, he would find 
this doctrine set in its proper light ; — that it was 

. the greatest occasion of our glorious Reforma- 
tiim; and that justification « through the imputed 
nghteousness of Christ, was esteemed by Lu- 
TREB and all our excellent reformers, to be '' Ar- 

\ tieulus staniis vel cadentis Ecclesia,^^ The arti- 

[ CLK BY WHICH THE ChURCU MUST EITHBK STAND 

't OK FALL. And shall we again build up those 
I things which that glorious army of martyrs de- 

• atroyed ? What advantage can be expected from 

• hence ? Granted, that sincere obedience would 
/ JQStify us ; what then ? Is it probable th<it sin- 
: cere obedience, performed from a principle of 
' spiritual life and holiness, and a dependance np- 

oa Christ alone to do all in us and for us, will be 
. more unacceptable to God than if it had been 

done in our own sirengiK and with a view to «- 
' tablish our OTByii righteousness ? Will Christ re- 
I ' ject us at last, for having done too much Kq^n^so. 

iohis 'w^nlie merits ani lo ttie w>d^ ^\A.V^^'^ 
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grace of God in him ? Oa the other hand, w 
if the objector^ 9 reasoning should fail, when 
comes to the decisive trial ? Dare he venti 
his eternity upon it, th-it in this case he can 
possibly be deceived ? If the reformation 
general, and the most excellent men for parts i 
piety that the reformed churches could ever bo 
of, should be found oi the side of truth, at 1 
day of judgement, in determining that we cam 
be justified upon the footing of a moderated cc 
enant of works, what will become of all the 
who have practical'y built their eternal hope 
that foundation ? 

And now, reader, permit me to ask an all i 
portant question, inseparably connected wi 
your salvation. Are you, or are you not, ii 
justified state ? This is a part of the plan of eU 
nal life which God has revealed, that he first y 
fies all those whom he will glorify. If you i 
in this happy state, you have '' peace with G< 
through our Lord Jesus Christ,^' and may *'] 
joice in the hope of his glory ;*' to you, " I 
ways of wisdom are pleasantness, and ;.11 I 
paths are peace ;" you jan ** rejoice in Chi 
Jesus, without confidence in the flesh.'' Ti 
scriptural joy, ij» the joy of faith. " Hav: 
fled for refuge to lay h.)ld on the hope set hefi 
you. you may have strong consolation," know 
that ** he, in whom you have believed, is ai 
to keep that which you have committed to hi 
against that day." For, though your framed 
very mutable, *' Jesus CVinalls th^ sam^e yest 
<fojr» to day, and for ever." ^' \tv viVi^m^NXiQ 
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now you see him not, yet believing" you ha?c 
cause to '* rejoice ^ itb joy unspeakable and 
glorious." As he has undertaken for you, and 
promised that *' he will never leave, nor forsake 
you," therefore you may *- hold fast your con- 
fidence unto the end." The more cheerfully 
and firmly you trust in him, the more shall you 
increase in holiness, and comfort, and the more 
evidently sure, will be the foundation of your 
eternal hope ; you may, therefore, ** go on your 
way rejoicing in the strength of the Lord, making 
mention only of his righteousness,'* knowing 
that, at last, you shall '' arrive at the end of your 
foith, even the salvation of your sou!.** *' There 
ifi no condemnation to them that are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but a(\er the 
spirit." Rom. 8. 1. 

But, is. it 3'our unhappiness to rcnoaih in an 
unjustified state ? be entreated to consider, that 
jour situation is dreadful beyond description ; to 
you, there is not a promise applicable in all the 
hook of God ; you itre in a state of condemna- 
tion ; self-condemned, soul-condemned, and wil- 
lingly condemned. This implien a want of spir- 
itual understanding, under all the means of infor- 
mation from the word o£ God, and the light of 
the gospel ; a ftpirit of insensibility, under the 
roost awakening visitations in the providence of 
God. It implies an incorrigible spirit, under all 
the means of grace and salvation, and a progres- 
sion in sin, notwithstanding the most alarming 
threatenings or alluring mercies. " Do you not 
know that the unrighteous A^IV tv^\.\\^w^^^ 
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kingdom of God ?" that ** the wrath c 
▼esded from heaven against all anrij 
and ungodliness of men, who hold (or i 
truth in unrighteonsness ?" Do yoi 
dttit ** the Lord Jesa^ shall one day 
from Heaven, with his mighty angel 
fire, taking vengeance on them thi 
God, and obey not the gospel ef oar 
Christ ? and that all those who irope 
tinae in an unjustified state, *' shall 
with everlasting destruction, from 1 
•f the Lord, and the glory of his 
** despising Uie rulers of his grace,'' 
fers of salvation ? Are you determ 
in an obstinate course of enmity, a 
iq^ost all the perfections of God, 
thority of Heaven ? Do you not c 
you are *' treasuring up wrath again 
wrath, and revelation of the righteou 
of God," and thereby challenging 1 
to display his power in your destruci 
whatever may be your views on this 
practical language of all those who 
unconverted and consequently in f 
state, under a gospel dispensation, is 
9fra^ should at last be poured on 
uttermoit^ in '* suffering the vengean 
life ;" they are resolved to go on in 
the consequence ! Let me beseech 
and consider your condition ; suffer 
the words of the apostle : "Be it 
joa, men and brethren, that throuj 
-(A/a JeauB, wkooa you Wave siW%\i\.c 



ON JUSTIFICATION. Ul 

your past life,) is preached unlo you, (even to 
you,) the forgi\enes8 of sins ; and by him all that 
believe are justided from all things." Here is 
the freest o£fer of the greatest good, made to the 
chief of sinners, and the most unworthy. But, 
if it is your determination to continue inflexible— 
to reject the Saviour — to resist the Holy Spirit, 
and so to forsake your own mercy, '* Beware, 
lest that come upon you, which is spoken of in 
the prophets. Behold, ye despi^ers, and won- 
der and perish ;" the contempt of the gospel, is 
the condemnation of the world. '* This is the 
condemnation, that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, be- 
cause their deeds were evil." John 3. 19. To 
you, there remains nothing while it- this deplora- 
ble state, '* but a certain fearful looking for, of 
judgement, and fiery indignation, which shall de- 
vour the adversaries." During the short, un- 
certain span of human existence, you may amuse 
yourself with the vanities of time, and mispend 
your days in the worship of the world's trinity, 
*Uhe lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life " But be assured, death will 
overtake you. '* Know that for all these things, 
God will bring you into judgement." *' In the 
day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, 
and those that look out of the windows, be dark- 
ened ;" when this tenement of clay, this highly 
finished piece of mechanism, shall be dissolved, 
what will become of its inhabitant, which belongs 
to another system, and mu^l exAsX fet «s^^^ 
''This I Bay, brethren,'* iu t\i% V^sx^^^^^"^ 



Ui SOME THOUGHTS, Lc. 

apostle, '^ the time is short, this world passes 
uivay/' in its fashioo, frame, coaDteQance, and 
contexture. Nature will shortly be in rains, 
^* the end of all things, is at hand ; Behold the 
Jud^e stands before the door/' Therefore be 
intreated to ^* seek the Lord, while he may be 
found,'' and to *^call upon him, while he is near.'* 
Notwithstanding all your offences, he has gra* 
ciously promised to extend Anercy and pardon to 
those who forsake their wicked ways, and an- 
righteous thoughts. The S^n of God, *' is able 
to save to the uttermost," and *' his blood cleans- 
eth from all sin.*' Believe on this Saviour for 
life and salvation, and rely upon the promises of 
immutability, '* Fie that believeth on the Son of 
God, is not condemned,^' and <' He that beliey- 
eth hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation, but is passed from death to life.'* 
That this may be your happy state —that " the 
life" you *' live in the flesh," may be " a life of 
faith on the Son of God," and that through the 
nghteousness of Christ imputed to you and re- 
ceived by Aiith, ** you may be accounted wortliy 
to escape all the miseries that shall come npoD 
the wicked, and to stand" acquitted and accepted 
" before the Son of mnn," at the great day, is the 
earnest petition of the author. 
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Ml scripture is . ven hy inspiration of God, 

PAUL. 

THE BIBLE. 

This infallible, mysterious, and incomparable 
compendium, is the rule and square of tiie be- 
liever's conduct. It is a perfect rule. ' The 
law of the Lord is perfect, conreiting the soul 
that lies in sin." It comes from a perfect Author, 
and is so complete that nothing can be added to 
it, nor any thing taken from it. '* All scripture 
is profitable, '^ for what purpose ? ** That the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnish- 
ed unto all good works." 

It is a suitable rule. It agrees to all kinds, 
colours, classes, and co^iditions of men. It is 
suitable (o all ages of the world, and to all the 
revolutions which have or may tranj^pire in it, 
till the last day. It is suitable to all the wants 
and exigt ncies of men, and is so universal that it 
extends to the most secret recess of the human 
mind. 

It is also a durable rule. ** TVv^ "wq^^ «5»S. ^^ 
Lord eudares for ever." *' H.e^ivew^.tA^'ax;'^'*^^ 
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T»-.iss away, but his word shall not pass away.'* 
It has stood unmoved, notwithstanding all the 
storms of opposition which devils and wicked 
men could raise against it. Not like an impres- 
sion in the sand of the sea-shore, washed awaj^ 
by the next tide, but as indelible as a monumf j'j 
of brass, nay as durable in its fulfilment an'J, ^^^^ 
sequences as its eternal Author. 

It contains the sum and sub»\ance of every 
thing thai is tr jly interesting o^ entertaining. It 
furnishes us with the resp*'^ctive regulations giv* 
en to the church, un^'.er her primitive Jewisll 
and Christian econt^mies, together with a histori- 
cal and predicatory chronology of all the memo* 
rable events reb^tive to these, from the begiiiniDg 
of the world till the period of its superaQnoa- 
tion. In this so.cred volume^ is also contained, 
an interspersion of geography and zoology ; and 
a cO'iipendious biography of the most renowned 
among the antedeluvian Fathers, the ancient Pa- 
TRiARCHSj Prophets, Apostles, and CHRIST 
himself, that unparalleled personage, together 
with the primitive martyrs of whom the world 
was not worthy, who are now in glory, inherit- 
ing the promises. 

This inestimable book, contains the choicest 
matter ; gives the best instructions, and afifords 
the £;reatest pleasure and satisfaction, that ever 
was revealed. It contains the best laws, and the 
most profound mysteries, that ever were penned. 
It brings the best of tidings, and offers the best 
comfort to the inquiring and disconsolate. It ex- 
AMts life and immortality, and \jo\ii\s o\3A.>\ifc yj«^ 
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to eTcrlastiDg gtory. It is a brief recital of all 
that is past, and a certain prediclioD of all thnt is 
to come. Id short, the ecriptureB, cotleclirely 
tiikeB, ia the foaodation of the Christian's faith, 
the legolatur of bis conduct, and the main-spriog 
of his comfort. Ilia the good man's vade ijtecvm, 
or canatant companion. It h a compoeition of 
Incomparable sublimity, uosullied purity, and un- 
rivalled eloqnence. It contninB a revelation of 
Cod's will to man, a tragical history of his fall Ib 
Adam, and the glad tidings of salvatioD through 
the vicnrious sufferiDg? and mediatorial atone- 
meol ol the Divine Redeemer. This is so far 
from being a pane§:yric, that the talents of an an- 
gel are inadequate to the task of fully unfolding 
the depth, sod describing the inimitable beauties 
of this inspired master-piece ; let it suffice to 
observe, that the leading theme, both of the Old 
and New Testaments, will be ihe burden of the 
believer's song, when the brief parenthesia of 
time shall be blotted out of existence. 

Now when nc consider, that these scriptures 
contnin the mo«t evident iind unquestionable proof 
af Uieir Divine authenticity, by the impressive 
»tamp of Deity, visibly and indelibly imprinted 
anthem; which consists in that majesty, holi- 
ness, light, and efficacy, so clearly apparent in 
them ; and by their antiquity, harmony, fcopc, 
Bnccees . accomplishment of prophecies, and con- 
firmation by miracles and the \iWA "A TOB«Vi^*> 
we «re coostraiaed to con»\4« AvXox'sx nmc^*-*; 
Me that any person sViomXA eN« V'ssfe^'^ 
o;ipositi"on lo them. Bwt smc\v » *^*- ^'^ 



66 REMARKS ON THE 

opposition of this kind, has, in more or less 
isted through all the past periodis of the C 
tan dispensation. 

During centuries which we have succiet 
the prince of the power of the air has displ 
his inyeternte malice and Satanic skill, a| 
the Kingdom of the Redeemer, by directic 
heaviest artillery (under an over-ruling pe; 
sion) f^gHiDBt thh immovable foundation. Tb 
the execrable productions of a Boliogbrol 
Rousseau, a Voltaire, and a Paine, (with the 
others) have been weighed in the balances 
found wanting ; yet there are those to be fc 
even in the current age, who professedl 
knowledge the existence of Deity, but den^ 
the scriptures contain any revelation of his 
and will to the human family. As human Re 
of course, is the strong hold of such chara( 
it is proper to meet them on their own grc 
in order that they may be convinced at least 
human reason is on the side of Divine Re 
tion. 

My unbelieving friends ! (for to you the 
lowing pages are particularly addressed,) 
will certainly acknowledge that the Great C 
tor is capable, some way or other, to comn 
cate his will to intelligent beings, with suffi' 
evidence that the Revelation is from him. 
only devise some such means of doing th 
would be most likely to strike your minds 
the stron>|^8t coDviction — such a method as w 
obviate all jour doubts, And ^>re "jqmV^^ ^^ 
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j confirmation of the Divine original cf such a Re- 
veluiion Wlien you are come to a coaclusion 

(OD liiia point, c. insider the ijcripiures car«fulty 
BDcl ^ee whethrr you caonot find iii them nliat 
you yourself woiild demnnd — ev«o all the evi- 
dence which IB reasonnbly calculated lo afford 
you the tU'^ai entire gatiafiiction. 
Would you espect from such a reveldtioD, a 
reasonable account of our tirst orJ!;tRal, look in- 
to the history of ihp crpation, a^ rcht^d by Mo- 
' MS : there joa ivill find how the world, and even 
yourselves, sprang from the Almighty Fial. s-nJ 
; in what manner we are the pff'spring nf God. — 
Would you espect such a circumstfiniial narra- 
tive of God's dispensntiona towanU us fiom the 
beginning, as ivoiild be correspondent with our 
coDStani experience and observation ? the game 
history ""ill Miroim yo-i of those irreguliir affec- 
tioiiB, nnd viti^ited appetites and passions, ivhich 
every man linils in himself, and which have 
brought such misery and destruction upon the 
world, m all its siicr.essive periods since llie fall 
of Adam. Would you expect that there should 
be early intimiitions of the method of our rccov- 
i ery from the state of sin and giiiit. into which we 
had brought ourselves by our apostacy ? you 
wit) there also find the gracious promii-e, that 
'' the seed of the wom^n shnll bruise the head 
of the serpent," and deliver us from the deadly 
effects of his malicious temptation. 

Would jou desire to find a ■pOT^ivt'^M i^^fe&K.- 
f ha of the promised SavioiK,^'^ '«Vo^»"»»fe "o-^ 
to obtHta a redempUon, loge\.\wc VJ\*.'K*a'^'>-'o-*-' 
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and descent^ the time, place and mann< 
biilh, the circumstances of his life, death 
urrection ; a particular description of th 
the subjects, and the continual progrc 
Kingdom ? Read the propheci 3S of 
Testament, and the history of the New . 
will find such an agreement,, imd corrcsjj 
as wiliafiford you matter of the fullest 
tion^ that they are both from God. 

Would you expect, that there should 
means to keep the promised Saviour in 
tinued view of God's people, before 1: 
and personal manifestation, and to kc 
their faith and hope in him ? What 
their sacrifices, their legal purificatio 
priesthood, and all their tedious train of 
ceremonies, but in:jtilutions purposely a 
that end ? 

Would you expect repeated and^rcnc 
timonies from Heaven, to the profesi^ii 
of God, that their religion was from 
that their faith and hope, excited by the? 
institutions, were built upon a sure foi 
Such were the miracles frequently 
among them. The manifestation ot tl 
presence in the Shechinah ; their I 
Hiummim; their frequent orticles ; thci 
sion of prophets, whose predictions r 
the Jews themselves, and the nation 
them, were continually fulfilled and ful 
fore their eyes, and the accomplishment 
of them^ are apparently opeu ^i\Ol 'sv 
also. Would you suppose, iWi ive^x ^ 
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ne of the Saviour's appearance, not only 
ewish nation, bat all others that were ac^ 
ted with their sacred books, would live in 
1 expections of this great and wonderful 
t ? You will find in the gospels, and from 
ne authors of the highest creditj that this 
;he case in fact. 

oald you expect that when the Saviour did 
ar, he would, by the holiness and benefi- 
t of his life, and by numerous open and un- 
3sted miracles, give such attestation to his 
ne mission, as would be sufficient evidence, 
he was, indeed the Messiah, so frequently 
icted, and so earnestly expected ? Do not, 
sacred historians answer, your highest ex- 
itions in this respect ? In them you find, that 
lead were raised ; the sick healed ; the lame 
)red to the use of their limbs ; the sight of 
i!ind recovered ; the deaf brought to their 
ing ; the lepers cleansed ; the demons eject- 
and in a word, that the whole time of his 
stry was a continued succession of the most 
ificent and astonishing miracles ; miracles as 
rising in th€ir nature, as their number, such 
istly exceeded the power of all created be- 
; and wej^e, therefore, the strongest testi- 
y from Heaven, that this Saviour, most cer- 
y was, what h? professed himself to be. 
'ould you expect, that this Saviour should 
fy his divine mission to future times, by 
)hecies of succeeding events ? And do not 
evangelists afford you many iuetsitice^ ^C v&.^^ 
mictions, which have betu A^^t\^ «o^^ ^"^^ 
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9ccompltshed ? In these 1 
find, hoH he foretold the ^^ t 
} fall of Peter,'' with the *« fl 

plea/' io that s;Ioofny, drendl 
*{ shepherd was smitten, and tl 

^ Id thefte you find, th»t he f< 

manner of his own d« alh ; th 
tinuance in the grave with h 
lion and ascension. You th< 
predicted the mission, divine 
lous powers, and glorious su( 
nnd their fellow-labourers, in 
These historians, do likew 
his prirticular prediction, re« 
li; tion of Jerusalem, and the a! 

jl i. pie, with the prodijj;ies that / 

^1 tion which accompanied^ an 

■{ . the Jewish nation, which /( 

'i desolation. And does it not 

from Jo«ephus, that the twci 
Matthew, nod the twenty fi 
are more like a history, thai 
dreadful event ? If you sh 
pect some predictions from h 
present times, and are now 
under your own observation, 
and do you not find it fri 
shall be trodden down of th 
tinse of the Gentiles be fulfil 
Would you expect, that 
according to the prophecies 
cutoff, he should *' decUre 
Ood, with powev^^^ by law i 
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ad ? And has it not appeared .true, that n 
ecaution b)^ *' sealing his tomb and setting 
ard" over it, could prevent his triumph ove 
e grave, and his appearing to great numbers c 
i disciples, and frequently and familiarlj con 
irsiog with some of them, for forty days togeth 
, and finally, ascending up to Heaven befor 
eir eyes ? 

Would you expect, that his disciples, wh< 
ire eye and ear witnesses of his life, death 
jurrection, and ascension, and could not possi 
J be deceived in facts, so open to all their sen 
i, should, at their peril, preach this Saviour U 
i world, and continually undergo a life of pain 
travel and fatigue^ poverty and reproach, op 
sition and persecution, to propagate his gospel 
1 that they wouldi, finally, sacrifice their live: 
the cMuSf, and seal their doctrine with theii 
lod ? This they have done, and it is impossible 
it more conld be done, to raise their truth an( 
cerity, above all suspicion. 
Would you expect, that these disciples shoulc 
qualified, in a peculiar and extraordinary man 
\ for theii gre:it work, and sent forth to th( 
ions with credentials sufficient to confirm theii 
timony, and make their doctrines credible ' 
lat greater furniture can you suppose needfu 
such a case, than for a number of unlearoec 
n, to be instantantomly endued with an inti* 
Le and familiar acquaintance with al! sorts o! 
guRges^ and capable, constantly awd f;»Sk>^7)i:^ 
ronrerse with tb(iB>e ot ever^ \vsv>Aaw\\w^' 
proper Speech^ and wilVv \!tie ^tevs.VftsN.^^^'S 
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, to write ami transmit to posterity, the h 
d religion of their Lord and Master, in 
^ language, which they had never lea 
m you possibly imagine a greitter disf 
e immediate agency and omnipotent po\ 
e glorious God, than thus, at once to enlar 
nd, and furnish it with such an amazing • 

knowledge, while the great Author of it 
If. has ** borne them witness, with sig: 
)nders, and with divine miracles and gifts 
)ly Ghost, according to his own will ?" 
Let us only suppose, that you should see 
leacned rustics with wiiom you are acq 
, pretending to a new revelation, and co 
I their pretensions, by speaking familiar 
3 languages of universal Christendom ^ to; 
th those of other nations, and barbarous 1 
lich they might have an opportunity to 

healing the sick and decrepid with n i 
ising the dead to life, and striking men d( 
word ; revealing the secrets of other 
nrts ; communicating these and such like 
!) to others, by the imposition of their h 
d yet declaring to you, that it was nol 
sir own power or holiness, that they perf< 
ese works." Should you find the strictes 
ss and conformity to the divine nature, j 
th these miraculous powers, would you n 
ve the truth of their pretensions ? would y 
icknowledge that God was in them of a Ir 
'ould you expect, that those men, who 
/ oat to preach and propagnle. «l t\^\« x< 
re world, should themsel^^es^be uv^VV"^ 
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letic spirit, and capable to foretel fatarc 
? And is not this Diost erident in the aae 
us ? Have they not distinclly foretold the 
iH fate of the Church, in all its period*, 
conaummatioD of alt things ? Do not we 
'es sec their predictions exactly aad cir- 
nttnlly Terifie<t with respect to the rite, 
td reiga of AnticKnst ? and with respect 
Fefvs' still coDtinuinga distinct people, and 
ing in their unbelief " until God shall 
raff t^em into the olive-tree from whence 
\v& been cut off." Would you expect 
le' M<'ssiah should blets hia catiae, and 
he efforts of thofie disciples prosperous, 
he should send out to propngntc his goipel 
the niitions, by Ihc conversioi) ot multi- 
1 the ftiith ? And is it not trile, that ho 
istcd a few mean and unlearned fiihermen, 
t riches or power, art or ploquencc, to 
h over all the prejudices in the minds of 
?iinsf the Doctrines of the Cross — overall 
ler oppi'sition of Ihe rulers of the world— 
rivettcd preposse^ions amongst both Jewa 
ntiles to their ancient religion, and all the 
j; of Greece and Rome, and to bring bo 
proportion of the world into a prafcsie*! 
ion to the cross of Christ? 
Ill you expect that the religion of such « 
; should be every way worthy of God, 
tile to all hU glorious perfections, and e»- 
y snit»ble for man, — perfeclWe of ^w ■«»■- 
(/ nJiipfed to hi3 we\fare vq ciev^ fti^vcw 
, nnd capacity wVvch Ve ^^i^'wto* ■^^'** 
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world, as well as to his eternal iDterest k% ib 
world to come ? All this is what every latioiu 
ItKin is constrained to acknowledge. ' 

Would you expect soine apparent influence < 
this religion upon the hearts and lives of thofl 
who sincerely profess it, and who commit thei 
souls and eternal interests into the hands of thi 
Saviour ? And is not this visihiy and continualt 

« exemplified ? t>oes it not apfear evident ta 6i 
ery observer, that those who cordiaHy receiv 
the Lord Jesu» Christ for their Ptince and Sai 
iour, are distinguished froi» th« rest of the worli 
by the exerciee of their knrev both to God an 
man ? Is not the change wroiight in* the beari 
and lives of such, clearFy visible in the blessti 
fnilt» of ho!ine9s, righteousness, charity and bt 
neficence ? This change, they themseUes pre 
fess to have experiencerU by their exercise i 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ;: and this exper 
ence they justify to the world, by the stead 
conduct of their lives. 

WoTild you expect a consistent and IfarraoD 
ous scheme of religion, through all the parts i 
Divine Revelation ? and i.s it not wonderful to o1 
serve how the New Testament every way ai 
svvers the design of the Old ? and how all tl 
numerous writers of these sacred books, ne 
withstanding their very diflerertt manner of wi 
ting, the very distant ages in which they wrot 
and the very different circumstances of tl 
church in their respective l\ines o? v;x\\\.tv^,W 

neverihnless all taught the avxme AocU'vii^^- 
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described the same dangers, and all {^dinted out 
the same way to eternal salvation. 

To all this, tlie following interrogatory objec- 
tiob may be made : *' How do I know Uie con- 
fruity of tbe prophecies with the event ? How 
do I know the miraculous conception of tl)e Lord 
Jeaos Christ— the attestation of the nngeh to his 
^irtb; or that he wrought such miracles in con- 
firmation <of his Drtrine mission, and that he rose 
jigain from the dead and ascended up to heaven ? 
How do 1 knew^ lliat bis apostles were inspired 
with such eKtraordinary and Divine gifts, or that 
Ibey performed such miraculous operations ?*' — 
To this f answer, that some of the evidences 
«hich I have offered, are what, directly upon 
tbe very first view, you may 'know, and cannot 
but know, to be (Certainly and infallibly true. 

ITou must certainly be sensible, that human 
nature is dreadfully corrupted and vitiated ; that 
it is opposite to the holiness and purity of the 
Divine Being, and that there is therefore the 
greatest need of a Saviour to brin^^ ui to God, 
und to rectify our depraved nature. 

Yeu may certainly know, that there are a great 
Tariety of predictions p^ative to -such a Sav- 
iour, dispersed through the whole of the Old 
Testament ; and that the nation of the Jews air- 
ways did, and still do from thence, live in an ele- 
vated expectation of a Messiah. 

You may certainly know, that there were a 
great number of rites and ceremonies, religious- 
ly observed and practised among the Jew& \ 9!cA 
/th^i^ sacrificing in parUcuVav^ viwanoX. wX'lJ ^^yivs: 
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cd upon them, but early and generally pr; 
among all nations. For none of which thinj 
there be any manner of reason given, or i 
cd, unless they were types and emblems 
expected Saviour. 

You may certainly know, that the time ; 
ed, in the Jewish prophecies, for the mar 
tion of the Messifih, was the very time in 
by the concurring testimony both of the : 
and enemies of Christianity, the Lord Je: 
appear. 

You may certainly know, that the Jewis 
phets did foretell a suffering Saviour — a £ 
thatshould bft '* wounded for our transgr 
and bruised for our iniquities'' — that shouL 
his soul an offering for sin," and that shou! 
cut off, but not for himself. And it is c 
from all other historians as well as from the 
gelists, that the Lord Jesus did undergo su 
proby, misery and death, as was foretold 
Messiah, by the Prophets. 

You may know with certainty, that it w«' 
told in the Prophets, that the " sceptre an 
giver should not depart from Judah" un 
coming of the Messiah ; but, that after his 
the Jewish ** sacrifices should cease," an( 
** holy city" and sanctuary be '* destroy 
made desolate ;" and that the event does 
us, that the circumstances o** the Jewish 
did exactly answer to these prophecies, b- 
fore and after the death of Jesus Christ. 

Yoa may certainly know, both by the 
and Christian prophecies, iViat WTvd^t V\v^ 




Pfe «f God J" fr'* «f Rel/gi"? .fg'^'- «n J, 
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the afflictions of life^ and fortifies them agam 
all the pains and terrors of death. 

And yon also maj know, that this Grospel i 
none other than the Gospel of Christ ; and coo 
sequently that these wonderful effects, which » 
apparently carry a Divtoe signature upon them 
are produced hy him^ All these things, and oth 
ers of a like nature, which might be mentioneiS 
are immediately open to your view, roost Tistbl 
and certain : and one would think that thesi 
alone would satisfy the mind of any serious inqui 
rer into the truth of the scriptures and tl^e ere 
dentials of Christianity. It may al30 be pro?en 
by necessary consequence, that the facts upo: 
which Christianity principally depends, are cei 
tninly true ; and, of course, that the scripture 
of the Old and New Testament are undoubted!, 
genuine. 

You must own, that those Doctrines cannot b 
false, which are attested by so many and sue 
kind of miracles as are said to be wrought b 
our Lord Jesus Christ and his apostles. Fo 
God cannot set his seal to a lie, nor confirm 
horrible imposture, by his immediate attestatio 
from Heaven. 

Tou must acknowledge it to be impossible tha 
the apostles^ and other witnesses of these mira 
culous operations could themselves be deceived 
while they had all the means of certainty in th< 
case before us, that ever any man had in any cast 
whatever. 

You will also consider it quite incredible fo: 
o.gfeat number ef sober., judvcvowfi, «sii\ ^\(« 
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ently honest men. to spend their lives in a con- 
tioaed conspiracy against their own ease, com- 
fort, honour, life, and eternal welfare, with no 
other motive than to deceive the world, and bring 
eternal ruin upon themselves and their fellow- 
creatures— as these must have done, if they 
knew those doctrines to be false which they pub- 
lished at their p«>ril, and sealed with their blood. 

You must likewise own, that it was impossible 
to deceive the world about them, at the time 
when these facts were done, by reporting that 
snch miraculous operations were openly per- 
formed before them all, which none of them 
(knew any thing about. 
Yon will ceHainly own it impossible, that the 
apostles could deceive the churches to whom 
they wrote^ by vain pretences, that each one of 
them had the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, 
such as tongues, miracles, healmg, prophecy, and 
the like, when every one of the churches must 
know it to be entirely fabulous. 

You must, in like m;tnner, • own it ' impossible 
for such multitudes of people, for so long a tract 

(of time, to be imposed upon by pretences of mi- 
raculous operations, and none of them ever dc- 
I tect the impo«iiure, so much as in one single tn- 
siance — while all of them had the opportunity of 
> domg it at pleasure, if the facts had not been 
true. 

Can you imagine it any way possible, that such 
multitudes, in the first ages of Christianity^ in 
such distant countries and nations^ *hft\\VA. ^^'^- 
spire together to aclcnoT»ledge W\^%^ WNa "ks^^ "^ 
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doctrines fouDded on them, at the peril 
Jives, and do man amoDg these professo 
selves, or among the heretics and apos 
fell away from them, should difico?er tl 
either living or dying ? 

You will certainly own it ulterly in 
that 80 many thousands, in so many Ian 
f?4th joy and cheerfulness, submit to si 
and afflicted lives, and to such cruel and i 
tleaihSf as were the common lot of 
Christians, in confirmation of a religioo 
upon facts which they knew to be false. 

And you must also acknowledge it f 
impossible, at anytime after these facts y 
tended to be done, to *palm the historj 
•upon the world if 'itwas fabe, and to 
-so many nations to receive it for truth, 
be impossible to persuade any nation, a 
more all the early nations of Christend 
At some disisnt^ forgotten age, tliere wei 
foer of men who came among them, tauj 
the doctrines of Christianity, confirmed 
l)y iniracles, baptized them into the faitl 
tablished a settled order of the Ministr 

I 

churches, from which time they have 
the Chrhtian faith. 

Indeed, it is absolutely impossible, at 
to have obtruded the inspired writings ^ 
world, if they were spurious, and to h: 
M the Christian nations believe, that th 
written in the apostolic age, speedily t 
into divers languages, publicly kept, and 
nead aad presiched in tWit cViutcVv^— ' 
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and tlicir fathers before them hail always revcr- 
eoccd und esteemed them as the rule of their 
lives and their guide to eternal happiness. 

From :<acb an attempt (instead of success) 
there could be nothing hoped for but scorn and 
derision. 

To all this I may subjoin, that it is at least 
highly improbable, that the early writers against 
Christianity should /lever have denied these facts 
if they had not been nr^toriously true, when they 
had every advantage to detect any fraud or de- 
ceit that can possibly exist in a case of this kind ; 
and it is still more improbable, that any of the 
adversaries of Christianity should confirm the 
troth of these facts, Jis we find some of them do, 
if they had not been most apparently and un- 
doabtedly true. 

If any person to whom these pages aire ap- 
plicable, should be inclined to admit, fn^m what 
has been advanced, that the scriptures ^reproba- 
hly authentic, let me beseech him to consider 
whether it is possible for any or for all created 
intelligences, to foresee and foretell such future 
events as depend wholly ijpon the mere good 
pleasure of God ; such eveiits as are altogether 
out of God's ordinary dispensations of Provi- 
dence, and such events as had not the least pro- 
bability, from the known laws of Nature, to have 
ever come to pass ; and then to overrule the va- 
rious revolutions of Nature and Providence in 
such a way as is utterly inconsistent with^ and in 
many instances altojielher cowN.xvvt'^ Io^^Osav's^^ 
stated method of Go4"^s ^ONWviv^^'^^'^^^^'^^ 
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order that those predictions, even in eve 
ticular circumstance, should he exactli^ 
plished. When thes^ibject is considere< 
view, permit me to ask, whether all the 
ned evidences which have been advanced; 
?imonnt to something more than a bare pi 
ity. 

If any rational doubt can yet remain, j 
originate from one of these two causes, 
first, we roust suppose that the Jewish p 
had no such events in prospect, that the al 
predictions had a reference to something ' 
perhaps no reference to any thing at 
were the casual sallies of a fanciful ima^ 
which the authors possessed, by whom t| 
said to have been penned. Or, 

In the second place, that there never w 
such predictions ot these things in the'' 
prophets, but that ail of them were writt^ 
the events. 

Now, if the first supposition is grante 
comes it to pass that they are all so exact 
Jled ? It is certain, that the Jews con&id' 
these predictions to have originated from 
that «hey kept up stated memorials of th< 
longed for their accomplishment. Ac 
equally certain, that at the very time wh 
ought to be expected, they were all ful 
every circumstance. This, no doubt^ ^ 
your serious attention. Here are predic 
the most admirable events ; such as no 
ances that ever had been in the world, co 
wny lead the minds of the pio^YveX^V^v 
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or imagine. These events were foretold in hiich 
I manner, with respect to time, place, and many 
ether particular circumstances, that a correct liU' 
ioty might be collected from these prophecies of 
•ar Saviour's birth, life, death, resurrection, as- 
eensioD, and future Kingdom ; and to complete 
the wfa^e, they have all been exactly fulfilled. 
b it not reasonable to ask, were these from heav- 
Cft, or of vien ? Can the most licentious imagin- 
ation, apprehend these very numerous and vuri- 
otts predictions to he the effects of capricious 
faocies, and their fulfilment, a matter of mere 
e^Ace or casualty ? With as much reason may 
we believe the world, in all its glory, order, and 
fjfmmetry, to be the effect of a fortuitous co7i- 
toune of atoms. 

Again, if you take it for granted, that there 
oever were any such predictions, but that all 
of them were written since the events, then you 
most suppose, that this was done by the Cliris- 
ttans, without the privity of the Jews and others, 
who had these books in their hands, or that it 
Was done by a joini confederacy of both Cliris' 
tians and Jews. If the former supposition ap- 
pears more reasonable, you must imagine that 
1^^ the whole nation of the Jews, and all the other 
I J nations, who had the Greek translation of the 
I Jewish Bible in their hands, roust be persuaded 
MO believe, that they always had and always read 
^J those things in their Bible which were never there.^ 
^;j or othenvise, all of ftvem \.o ?k. \wwssl^\S!l^is^^^w^'i 
r been prevailed upon^ ow\ o? <:.qti\^'w&'«^^^'^^2J^^ 
ifreatest adversaries, lo iuttTipolale, ^^v^^^ 



:c 

'5 

?l! 

'I- 

r 

nc 



.==: ■♦ 1 



Ui KEMARKS ON llliu 

by inserting these predictions, with( 
posterity, a single copy unadulteratei 
and correct the fraud. 

But, if you are rather inclined to 
ijj. ^Jy these prophecies were added to th 
ble by a joint confederacy of Chri'lij 
then you must consider the whole ( 
Li I ir nation, in all their most distant d 

united in a confederacy, to furnish tl 
armour, against their own injide it 
present themselves as the most unr< 
wicked of all mankind. 

But, notwithstanding all this, the 
tioiiy even that which involves the 
tant diflSculty on this subject, seem 
more distinct investigation. The 
that " we cannot come at any certi 
ing the truth of the facts which ar 
scripture and reported in the gospe 

This deserves to be strictly and 
amined, for if these facts are not 
reasoning on the side ot scripture 
for ever. In order, therefore, 
bring this matter under the most con 
let us consider what ;)bsurd consc( 
necessarily flow from a supposa?, th 
are not true and genuine. 

The objection, I apprehend, mus 

one of the three following suppos 

are all thdt can possibly be made ir 

/ore us, 1 shrill briefly advert to e 

in their proper order. 
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First. That the apoilles and other reporters of 
these lacl«, did themselves certaialy kooiT that 
Ibeir oarralive of iheee mimcles, ^c. wore all of 
them mtrtjtetioni andfaltekoodt : that they never 
did, in fiict, see uny such miraculous works per- 
jbrtned by Jesus Christ ; (hat they never saw and 
coaferred with him. after his resurrection ; and 
that they never had those miraculous gifts and 
powers themselves, nor ever inslrumeDtally con- 
veyed them to others. 

Now. if it be supposed, that the reporters of 
these facts, did ccrtjiuly know, that they were 
feltt, then it will follow, that thousands of others 
before whom thoie miracles were said to be done, 
did also, certainly know, that they were nothing 
more than fictions and fablex, for they were as 
capable of certainty, whether they had seen 
those multitudes of plain, open and visible fdcts, 
tthich are reported, as the aposiUa were them- 
selves. Upon this supposition, all Judea and Je~ 
rutaUm, must certainly know, (hat they neversaw 
any eoch descent of the Holy Gho^^t, in cloven 
tongues upon the apostles, nnd many others on 
the day o{ pentecott, and they knew nothing of 
ftnse gifts of Imgunges, which were pretended. 
The sever:ii Churches throughout the world, 
among whom the apastle* wpoI. did certainly 
know, that they saw no mir.ictes wrought by 
them, in confirmation of iheir mission ; that they 
Mwr had, nor knew any ihing about those miro- 
culnns (tifts, which were said to be so (LtswMs^ 
among them. And yel, \\vA i& ftvfc*^ ti«i*Y^-»** 
«(he deceit fJfiys aa we\\a.%Gefit.i.U3^vi**- "^ 
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ter subversion of the religion in \vhi< 
been educated : an3 multitudes of tl 
expense of their honour, estates, an 
one person among them all appearii 
the villaoy. The Jews, tamely subm 
loss of their religion, and to the in 
the blackest crime, that ever was ( 
and the Christian Churches, as tamelj 
to all that is shocking and terrible to n 
cr than contradict and disprove what 
to he false. Nay, what is more sur| 
all of these, even ihe greatest enemie, 
ianity among them, have not only » 
actully asserted the truth of these f; 
upon this supposal, they might hav 

^disproved, to the utter ruin of th< 
cause. \nd what is more, there car 
tive in the world imai^ined, to put a 
upon the ucknowledsiement of such nc 
abominable falsehood. 

As it must be allowed on the on< 
these absurdities are too gross to be 
so it is evident on the other, that ther 
sible way to avoid them, upon the 
before us. 

It may be further observed, that if 
ers of tbpse miracles, knew that theii 
were false and fictitious^ it will also 
the most vile and wicked men, that 
in the world, and the most abandonc 
sen-e of virtue and piety, did draw 

system of practical re\\j5,\ou ; VV\^ rcvo'? 

Goif and man, thai ever was \it\ci\NW 
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ntrary to llieir iotvard prmcipks, set the hcst 
imples, and n'alked nccorilinj [o this religion 
mines ; yea, without tiny known motive, they 
It hava spent their lives id a continued course 
'the greate-it toil, fatigue and misery. Ibat erer 
a did to promote [hit* religion, to impress it 

Rlhe minds of others, and to teach them, wc- 
ding 10 it, to live in the love nnd fear of God. 
It trill aha folloi?, that these enemies to God 
tA Godliness, (who, Pgainst their own light 
nre so profane, ns to propngatc this imposture, 
llbe majestic natne of God Almighty,) did not 
only give up Che hopes of future happiness, but 
«U the comforts of Ihiii life also, in vindication 
of this known lid^ehood; (hat to this end, ihey 
rentured upon every thing that is most terrible 
and aJfrighting to human nature, and even upon 
Ihe most cruel and barliirous dc»lh, without the 
ieoa posjiMc hopes of advantage, either I'lt l/ii> 
WrW, or that vikidi is to come. For thpy did 
how and could nc-t but know, thHt lliey were, 
ping Ihemaehcs, and leading ttie\r followers to 
ibf tortures invented by Ibeir nu-neroua and po- 
tent nilrersarie'', without nay prospect beyond 
lli° ^r.ive, (upon the supposition belore us) but 
^ elKmai dtiwialiaa. And what s'il! increase; 
Uieab^uHity of Ihi-i guiipni^itinn is, that not one < 
tbese ever retracted ibis hnoTnn ftiUehood. evt 
tn the asnnizin^ article of death, but with fori 
tide and tirn)n<^.'«, encountered the most sham 
fal \v A painful dissolution their jersccutors cor 
'nfli-l r.ilhcr 'Ann confess thetcvitU. 
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Now, what can we possibly imai 
s^ct to sQch conduct as this ? Tfa 
were not distracted, their writings ei 
fy ; which, though plain and familiar 
consistent, divine, and rational, that e 
in the world. Here must, therefo 
tinned scene of miracles, one way 
mast, at least be allowed miraculous 
men knowingly and continually to act 
position to all their interests, comfoi 
and run counter to all the principles 
to all the springs of action, that were 
among men. 

We shall next advert to the seconc 
which is this : 

That the reporters of these fac 
thoug'inds of others, had their senses 
on, and were made to believe th: 
heard, and felt such miraculous o 
were never performed. 

But shall we suppose that the ! 
apostles, were imposed upon, for 
together, while their Master wrougl 
cles before their eyes ? that the sei 
multitudes were so imposed upon, tl 
ly thought they saw the sick heal 
raised, &c. ; and these things repea 
again, for many years together, whe 
there was nothing in it, but th^ di^h 
the farce of legerdemain ? shall we 
the witnesses of our Lord's resuri 
imposed upon, when they saw him af 
eat and drink, and conversed iTMKvVv 
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for forty days together and at la^t, beheld him 
taken up to heaven before their eyes ? find that 
all the^r5^ Churche^t^ were likewise imposed up- 
on, when they imagined, that they saw miracles 
repeatedly wrought among them, and had them- 
selves miraculous giiis and powers ? If these 
extravagant suppositions are allowed, of what 
seryice can our senses be to us ? And how can 
we, any way, be certain of any thing whatever ? 
We may as reasonably imagine, that our whole 
life past, has been one continued dream, and that 
io reality, we neoer saw, beard, felt, thought, 
spake, or acted any thing at all. 

Here, also, must be a continued course of mir- 
acles on the one hand or the other ; at least, it 
must be confessedly miraculous, that so great a 
part of the world, should all lose their senses 
together, and yet, all of them imas;ine, that siV 
this time, they had been in the full possession ac 
exercise of both sense and reason. 

1 proceed to examine the third and last supp* 
sition, namely, that the whole history of the m' 
acles wrouj^ht by our Loid Je^us Christ and 
apostles, was a mere forgery ^ obtruded upot 
world, at some distant time after the facts \ 
pretended to have been done. 

I have previously anticipated thi-* part o 
vabject, and shall only add a few hints, in < 
to illustrate the case before us. 

Now, if this hypothesis be granted, the f 
must have been palmed upon the world 
before or after ChT\si\?\i\\V.^| W^ ^<k^^\'^^ 
ed. If this false hislovN wva >^'tvNsN' ^ 
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at some distant period 

ded lobe done, before ( 

obtuinod, it will then 

ians of those times (C 

n) have united in one 

UB a false account respt 

ession of Chrigtianity, t 

ist, not only in Judea, bi 

nan Empire. That they 

>ort, cannot be denied ; bi 

ite in relating such (jctio 

,ey all (upon this suppo 

) be false, is what no mai 

gine. 

On the other hand, if tl 
Christianity had obtained, if 
great part of the world reno 
which they had been educ 
doctrines of the cross, and ^ 
contempt, misery, and pe 
the reason why, and alto 
foundation upon which t' 
built. For if they profes 
they knew the history of 
death, resurrection and 
they had heard of the aj 
aculous works, with the i 
ly Ghost, which accomp 
th^n al) ftgreed to sacr 
empor^il interests^ a? 
'red the most terrib 
■y knew nothing 
i^ any oianncr 



iioL? scRiPTuitBa. ax 

Thus in familiar Rnglrsh, a freat part of 
'orld must faare run mud at once, moit wtutc- 
ably ; and from these madmtn Chriitianitf 
een handed down to the preseBt time. 
Q.iy be further observed, that upon the sap- 
on before us, it will also iollow, that in 
sver distaot age sub*tquent to these pretend- 
ts, this History wa« palmed upon the world, 
!n at once mus' have been persuaded to be- 
[or trvlk. what they A»uw to be false. Thes' 
ries declare, that they were written hj (h 
es and immediate disciples of our Lord 
fie authors of these Histories did propaga' 
ospel tbrougb the world, did send thr 
gs to (he clinrches, to be kept in their ha 
rule of their lives and the directory of tl 
ct ; and that, in fact, multitudes of the a 
ations were proselyted unto, and bapti 
lie faith of Christianity. Now, was it 
at any time whatever after those prefa 
tb^t these nations could he ignorant w 
pse books, and this religion, were hi 
to them by their progenitors ? Cou' 
' one of the nations, wlio are in thesr 
a be converted to Christianity, at on 
that they had never heard any thinj 
e before, and therefore that these h 
all false and s^wt\tny*,vflA«io»»=4 
ly of the least naVxc*"*- ^ _,, 

re bolS time mA •*«"*■! 21Xa *- 
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ccit? These boolcs, were, roa 
pected to large societies of men, i 
of the world ; were early transk 
languages, in which they still c 
/ haive been publicly kept and publ 

I churches ; have been uniformly 
I all sects and denominations, and 
qaestion either by the friends o 
iji Christian cause. AU these thii 
we have as much certainty that 
are np^ cannot be forgery or 
can have of any thing, whatevc 
]y open to our senses. 

As there are a solitary fev 
j^t] t?ish te believe that the script 
exceedingly by the interpolat 
who have interlarded them ' 
<tofu, «nd that of course, as w 
'*--** sire far from be' 



ri 



HOLY SCWPTUBES. **i 

But, ta return and conclude : — If the scrip- 
tures are not true, then all the known laws of 
Nature have been changed ; all the motives and 
iBceotives to human actions, that ever had ob* 
taioed in the world, have been entirely inverted; 
the wickedest men have taken the greatest paim^ 
and endured the greatest hardship and misery t6 
invent, practise, and propagate the most holy re- 
ligioD that ever was ; and not only the apostle^ 
i&d first preachers of the gospel, but whole na- 
tions of men, and all sorts of men, Christian, 
Jew and Pagan, were (nobody can imagine b<HV 
sr why) confederated to propagate a known 
clieat, against their own honour, interest an' 
safety ; and multitudes of men, without any pre 
pect of advantage here or hereafter ^ were brou 
moat constantly and tenaciously to profess r 
they knew to be false — to exchange all the 
Ibrti and pleasures of life, for sname tnd 
tempt, for banislunents, scourgings, imp) 
ments and death ; in a word, voluntarily ^ 
pose tbemselves to the hatred of both C 
man — and that without any known tiiotiv 
ever. These absurdities are certainly 
tive consequences of the suppositions he 
ted, otherwise we must allow, that no 
was or ever can be certain of any thinf 

Finally : — Every man wiH readil 
ledge, that the scriptures must have 
flior among the intelli«<ent beia^ v; 
created or uncreated. ^^^ ^"^^^ 
that Salau covx\Ai.oXVv.ve\.e^^-^ 
cause they vi\ioN\^ vevv^ Vo vw^ 
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dom^ and ioterest in the world. And 
Ij evident they were not the product!' 
ed fMfi^ because the scriptures unit 
deinn all deceits and sinful inclination: 
tices ; [this is their express tendency 
cause the penmen candidly relate 

f^ failings— whereas impostors have i 
known to expose themseWes by an> 
formances, to the rage and hatred o1 

i ! but conceal their own vices, and fl 
corruptions, in order to procure earn? 
honours or riches, to themselvps. 

It is also equally evident, that ^ot 
good men, could not be the authors o 
lures, because they could npver pr 
God^ nor speak in bis name without 
sion. And, besides, good angels nn« 
are, in scripture, emphatically style( 
God ; and being such, it was utterlj 
they could be capable of committing 
gery on such a rather. So that, as;; 
fice and opposition, this testimony 
pregnable — *' All scripture is giver 
tion of God." For *• The prophec 
in old time, by the will of man ; bu 
of God spake as they were moved 1 
Ghost." Compared with Rev. 22. 
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AN OUTLINE 

•F THE 

CHRISTMN'S 
CHARACTER AND FELtCITY. 



Mark the perfect^ and behold the upright^ for the 
end of that man is peace,,,. David.. 

Ik the following sketch, circumstanttarenume- 
rations are not to be expected^ The duties and 
triaU of the Chiistian, are\so numerous, that a 
Aill account of th^m would be impracticable. 
Perhaps it would be equally linposgibl^, td draw 
such a description of the Christian as would G%r 
actly correspond with the various Tiews, feelings 
Bnd exercises, which exist among the true mem<* 
bers of Christ, in this state of distance and im^ 
perfection, ivhere they see through a glass darkly, 
The reader will therefore please to accept an 
UDpolished outline of the Christian, deduced" 
from the varrous representations of him, wilb 
which the unerring Oracles abound. 

A s Christianity is a character^ so it m>3Al Vi»i^ 
3 principle f and this must 8upreme\3^N«roL«»^ 
^edomiaate in (be life. Weio iiol cot«A«^ ^ 

1.2 
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man to be generous and friendly, unless friend- 
ship and generosity are fixed principles in his na- 
ture. True religion, where it is, must govern the 
man ^ and nothing can do this but an inward phn* 
ciple. Grace, which is this principle, must op- 
pose corruption, and finallyi prevail over it. 

As the heart id the fountain of all external cor* 
ruption, so it must be (he primary and radical re- 
ceptacle of all true religion. The tree must 
first be made good, before its fruit can be good. 
** Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he i* a 
new creature 5 old things are passed away, be- 
hold all things are become new.'* 2 Cor. 6. !?• 
A NEW creature. This short but animated ep- 
ithet, so truly descriptive of the Christian, con- 
tains many important truths, proven and insisted 
on at large in tUe pages of inspiration, and neces' 
sary to be known by the heir« of life. It clearl) 
implies a change of the highest magnitude. Re- 
velation represents this change, under the terms 
conversion. Mat. 18. 3. regeneration^ Titus 3. 5 
being born of God, John 1. 13. created in Chru 
Jesm, Eph. 2. 10. having a new hearty Ezck. 36 
26. a Divine natwe, 2 Pet. 1. 4. putting off th 
4ld man and putting on the new, Eph 4. 22 — 2^ 
Our Lord strongly expresses the nature and n€ 
cessity of this change, to Nicodemus, when h 
tells him, that •' Unless a man be born of wat€ 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kinf 
dom of Heaven." The scripture evidence < 
the wretched state of man by nature, is very eJ 
tensive. Christ is said to have com^ ;j& ^ Pfe^« 
c/au to the sick, and " \» aeeVi WwxX yjVvv:^ ^ 
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lost." The Prodigal is represented as dead and 
hit, and bis conversion is termed a coming to him" 
$elf, a being found, and a comins again to life.^- 
Conversion is termed, a new birth -a new crea- 
<uw— and sinners, before conversion, are said to 
be "dead in trespasses and sins." The uncon- 
verted man, is said " not to receive the thiriirs of 
the Spirit of God. They are foolishness to him, 
neither can he know them." 

Indeed, it has been the (general opinion of man- 
kind, as well as the voice of scripture, that men 
are born into this world in a depraved and cor- 
rupt state, with strong propensities to vice and a 
disinclination to that which is virtuous and good, 
and that this is evident by the very law of f eir 
nature written on their conscience, and manifest- 
ed to them by their moral instinctive feelings. ■ 

Now, if children came mto the u orld in an up- 
right state, and with a propensity to good, (such 
as Adam possessed while in innocence) or even 
io a state of indifference to good and evil, some 
would surely be virtuous from their infancy ; 
some would undoubtedly follow the good princi- 
ple of their nature, more especially as praise and 
happine-s lie on that side ; but universal obser- 
vation and experience prove the reverse, as well 
as the word of God, Ps. 53. 1—3. Rom. 3. 10. 
If men were not born corrupt and impotent, a 
virtuous and religious education would bring all 
who are blessed with it, over to the side of vir- 
tue, in spite of evil exan?ple. But if we alten- 
^veljr examine our own hearU, Wvea, wii^ ^^^fcxv 
ences, only for one day, we rtiaW Vv«:^^ «c^ ^"^^ 
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powering conviction of our natural cormption. 
Onr memories, 3ur thou<2;ht8, and meditatioDS ;- 
the general bent of our affections and passioni — 
even our religious duties, and our very beat 
works — are sad, though certain demonstratioDfl of 
the wretchedness of our state bj nature. 

The term Regeneration, if it has any signifi- 
cancy or propriety in expressing this change, 
must prove it to be exceeding grcai^ bearing rome 
analogy to the difference between the circam- 
stances of a child, before and after its birth, or 
between a state of non-entity and a state of ac- 
tive existence, in some essential respects at least. 
This term, jdso proves, that it is not a partial^ 
ouirvard, imperfect chano:e, but one that is radi' 
caU universal., essential, and complete. The seed 
of jrace. which is the principle of spiritual life, 
is infused at once into the whole nature in the act ■ 
of regenonlion, giving a holy tendency and di- 
rection to all the powers and faculties of the 
new crenture, although the fruits of it appear but 
gradualhf and successively in the progressive 
work of snnctification, as occasions, trials, and 
opportunities elicit, and draw Ihem forth into act 
nnd view. 

Tln^ term of Re:5eneration, further proves, that 
the chan;j;e of whirh we speak, is not produced 
by the natural powers and endeavours of the 
creature, nor can be effected by any human ad- 
vantages under which he may be placed. A 
Christian education— the study of philosophy— 
a litem} knowledge of the. 8cr\\)Vv\te^ — ^wwj ^ \5afc 
f/tost powerful preaching, at\A besl «A«^V.e,^ t««a5>A 
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of grace, vows> resolutions, and hard labour in 
the way of outward means, cannot of themselves 
recover our natures or remove their corruption. 
No ; this change is wholly supernatural — the pro- 
duct of a Divine agency^ effected and produced 
by the l^irit of God It is represented in scrip- 
ture as a work oi' great power ^ — such as God ex- 
erted in Christ, when he raised him up from the 
dead. 

In a word, a person after conversion, may be 
said with the ^reatest propriety to be a new crea^ 
ture : his joys, fears, desires, aversions, cares^ 
hopes, and sorrows, as to their objects, are en- 
tirely new. He has new principles, new ends, 
new purposes and pursuits, new friends and ene- 
mies, new interests, new pains atid pleasures, 
and consequently a new nature : *' Old things 
are passed away, behold all things are become 
new." 

The Christian is said to be '* the called of 
God.'' Rom. 8. 28. He only who creates can 
call ; and the work of creation is an effectual vo- 
cation. '^ He calls things that be not, as though 
they were." Rom 4. 17. The followers of the 
Lamb, '^ are called, and chosen, and f lithful." 
Rev. 17. 14. From the arrangement of the 
words in this text, some are induced to imagine, 
that the Christian is called first, and then chosen. 
If the reader is of this mind, he is earnestly re- 
quested to compare the first verse of Jude's E- 
pistle with 2 Tim. 1. 9. where he will find that 
sanctification, preservation \u CV\\\s^.^^^^v?J^ «s^^ 
even salvatioo^ precedes c9\\\y\^> ^c^ox^xsi^ 
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the mere order of tbe words by which these firi- 
vilegea are expressed. Se that if tbe diSlrent 
' parts of the digpeosalion of grace, are to he re- 
gqlated by the order in ivhich some of them are 
aiTflnged by the sacred penmen, the plan of BtA- 
vattoD h inverted and th« harmoDy of scripture 
destroyed. 

The Christian is said in scripture, t* lie cnlled 
with a high, holy, and hettvenly callins; , " not iiC< 
cording to our works, but according to his awn. 
purpose and grace, which, was giv^n iis in OhriBt 
Jesus before the worid began." 2Tim. 1. 9. 
"Whom he did predestinate, them he also cal- 
led." Rom. 3. 30. " Them who are the caHed ac- 
cording to his purpose." Rom. 8. 28. 

The state from which he ix called, is ekpreBS- 
ed in scripture, under terms of the greatest ter- 
ror : He is " called out ofdarkness," 1 Pet. 8. 9. 
"turned from darkness," Acts S6. IS. "deliv- 
ered Irom darkness." " Ye were sometime 
darkness," says the apostle. The natural maB 
is dark in his usderetaDding : " He lure! dark- 
ness ;" and his works are " the works of dftrk' 
nesfi : " He fidta every step, sins in evetj action, 
is full of grief and trouble, of which darkness is 
the emblem ; he is '' under the power of dirll- 
ncss" in (he kingdom, and under the domluioA of 
SalHn, walking '* according to the prince of Bm 
power of ihe air ;" led captive by hioi ^ Ktf 
will. He is called, not only from n slate otda^ 
ness, blindness, and slavery, hut rebellion, pbf*' 
erty. pain, ignominy, baowhment, nakednew, 4e* 
Jbrmit/f and didease : from Aie coin^iui.^ dt %»k 
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dDtl leopards, from death, perdition, and every 
Qiisery, even from the liabiJity of being tortured 
for ever with a tire -to which ours ig bat painted. 
The Christian is called to a state of *^ Blessed* 
uea^ ; called inJto the marvellous light of Christ;" 
the light of saving knowledge, respecting the 
will of God ; such a light as is influential ; that 
consists in the knowledge of things as they are ; 
discovering *' the deeds of darkness," and ma- 
king them loathsome ; that induces those who 
are called to '* walk as children of the light ;" 
which discovers Heaven in every grace, and the 
reverse in every sin. This calling is also to the 
light of ''joy, sown for the righteous ; a joy be- 
yond the joy of harvest," and more than that of 
com, and wine, spoil, treasures, or even life it- 
self. This light, coming from the Sun of Right- 
eousness, is a certain prelude of eternal light, 
a^d leads to the *' inheritance of the saints in 
light." In which respect, the Christian is not 
only said to be called with a holy calling, but a 
partaker of an heavenly calling ; it is, therefore, 
deservedly termed a high calling, as it extends to 
a participation of the Kingdom and glory of 
Christ ; the justification of our persons in the 
sight of God ; to the adoption of sons, and the 
liberty qf children ; to the performance of every 
dnty, and the possession of every grace ; togeth- 
er with the enjoyment of that felicity hereafter, 
which shall, be. as extensive as his wishes^ and 
lasting as eternity. 

The Christian is in QlbfeT 'w w^^ ^>>«>x««^^ 
the Lord Jesus. He w oxve o^ ^^ ^^ %»S^ 
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Jesus Christ," Eph. 1. 1. We read id scrip- 
ture, that " all men hare not bith '* No doubi 
there are faUe professo^B, who possess QOt the 
faith of Gild's elect. A dead faith, nerer brihga 
the soul to a full cDnseot (o ibe terms of the 
gospel. The uQsound belierer, mav imagine 
that he accepts of the Lord Jesus Christ as tat 
Saviour. But what is ihe foandatiou and en- 
couraging motive of fais toiagioary compliance 
with tiie gospel offer ? Updo an impartial iaqai- 
rjj it will always be found to be something to 
himself; his good affections, duties, morality, 
reformation, promises, or purpo.'es. He endea- 
vours by these, to recommend himself tu God j 
and i>n account of these, he hopes tu find accep- 
tance through Cbri*t. He submits not t« Chriit't 
tigliteou^ness, for he is still endeavouriog find 
acceptance with God, fiom some good qualifies- 
tions of brs own, .'ome duties which he performs, 
or some progress which he makes, or designs (o 
malte in his religious course, and will not come 
to Christ, but on terms of his own staling. 

A true and saving faith, is the reverse of all 
this, it is a rea'izing and sensible impret^sion ol 
the truth ofthf gospel. '' Faith is the substaace 
of things hoped for, and the evidence ot thing! 
not seen." It takes a near view of eternal things, 
representing them to the soul, as undoubted real- 
ities. Hence, the true Christian having seen and 
felt the danger and misery of his state bj nature, 
is broagbt ia earnest to "look to Je»ae, (the 
author aad finisher of his faitti,""^ as \\\t otAi ^e 
'oge and Bafety o{ his soul. VJbeft\ifc^»«*^ 
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rienced the defects of his purposes and endea- 
vours, when he is wearied out of all his false re- 
fuges, he then despairs of all hope in himself, 
and is brought to see the incomparable exceliea* 
cy of a precious Saviour ; he breathes with ar- 
dent desire afler him, repairs to him as the only 
foundation of his hope : and in proportion to the 
evidence of his interest in him, he ^' rejoices in 
Christ Jesus, having no confidence in the flesh." 
He apprehends Christ to be just such a Saviour 
as his soul wants, and consequently accepts a 
whole Christ, without any reserve, and without 
any desire that the terms of his acceptance with 
God, might, in any respect be altered ; and 
though he may mourn under a sense of his for- 
mer sms, and groan under the burden of his re- 
maining corruptions and imperfections ; though 
he may at times have (tark apprehensions of him- 
self, and complain heavily of the great defects of 
his faith and holiness, he can never entertain 
hard thoughts of the gospel-scheme^ nor complain 
of the terms of salvation, therein proposed. 
These appear to him, ^' the power of God, and 
the vftisdom of God ;" and every way answer 
the exigencies of his state, and the desires of his 
soul. 

Thus, the true believer, heartily approves 
the way o^ salvation, which the gospel reveals, 
and heartily consents to the terms on which it is 
offered. He accepts of Christy as a.f^^^ ^^-^ 
bringing nothing of his ov?tk vi\NXv \\\tCL> v^ ^^^^^ 
mend him to his acccpVAtvce % «cv^ ^'^'^ ^"^ ] 
btrt he also trusts in hlia aXoive^ a^ ^^>ax^ ^^"^ 
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tion of safety and hope ; and as a coctiouir 
fountain of all supplies of grace to bis soul, s 
that wbate?er difficulties or discouragements ai 
in his uay to the kingdom, he has this standii 
evidence of the sikceritj of his faith, that it p\ 
rifies his Hearty and brings him to an earnest di 
sire ot, and endeavour after, habilual holiness < 
heart and life ; that it works by love to God, ai 
roan ; and keeps up in his soul an abasing seiM 
of his own remaining vileness, and u>ter unwo 
thiness. This is that precious faith^ to wbic 
the promises of the gospel are made,, and' 
which no false professor can make any just pn 
tence. 

The REPENTANCE of the Christian^ is qui) 
different from the *' sorrow of the world, whic 
worketh death," or that ** repentance, whic 
needs to be repented of. The distress, the te: 
ror and amazement, that awakened sinners ai 
under, arises from their dreadful apprehensions * 
God, and his terrible justice. They know an 
feel that they have greatly provoked him, ai 
afraid of his wrath ; and, therefore, want sono 
covert, where they may hide themselves froi 
his presence ; perhaps there was a time, whe 
they had some pleasing apprehensions of Goi 
while they considered him as^ being all mere 
without justice ; and while they could hope f( 
pardon, and yet live in their sins. But nov 
they have some sense of his holiness and jusiici 
I/e 'appearb an infinite enemy \ and, therefor 
most terrible to their aonVa. TVve>j vi\si\i ^ 
doubt) to be at peace w'vtU Vivta •, >a^^«»&fe < 
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are afraid the controversy will eventuate in their 

I destruction. They resolve upon new obedience, 
from such motives as a slave obeys a severe, ty- 
rannical master : but the rule of their obedience, 
is directly contrary to the bias and disposition of 
I their souls. If the penalty of the law, could be 
taken away, their aversion to it would quickly 
appear, and they would soon embrace their be- 
V loved tusts, with the same delight as formerly. 
I This is frequently the case with those who wear 
I oflF their convictions and. reformation^ together ; 
^ and notwithstanding all their former religious ap- 

Ipearances, discover the alienation of their hearts 
from God and his laws, by their sinful and sensu- 
al lives ; and ( is the apostle expresses it) show 
i themselves to be ** enemies in their minds, by 
their wicfced works." In a word, a legjd repen- 
tance flows from a sense of danger, and fear of 
wrath ; from unbelief ; from an aversion to God 
and his holy law ; and of course, from discour- 
agement and despondency. In its existence, it is 
temporary, gradually declining, with the convic- 
tioo?? of conscience which occasioned it ; like (he 
goodness of Ephraim, '' a morning cloud and an 
early ^ew.*^ It produces, at the best, but a par- 
fMEf» find external reformation ; reserving a *' bow 
in the house of Rimraon," ^ Kings, 6-r-l&. 
"They return, (says the Spirit of God) but not 
to the most High." Were it strictly consistent 
k with the nature and design of this subject, each 
I of these particulars mi^ht be eiL\^\v»N^^'^^'^'^~ 
f iedfrom jrcripfure ex.amp\e%^ ^WV^ ^^'v^.\'^^^^^'= 
(f and adrantage : and \\, m\^X.\>^^2^"i ^'^'®^' 
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strated, that a legal penitent, may fill up i 
measure of bis days, in an alternate round 
finning and repentmg, and yet be exposed 
eternal repentance after all. 

But to proceed ; the repentance of the Chi 
tian is evangelical^ and, therefore, very differ* 
from thai which has been briefly described ; 
although it may be observed, that a deep distre 
on account of sin is common, both to a legal i 
evangelical repentance ; though a fearful app 
hension, of the divine displeasure, exists in b( 
sorts of penitents : though a legal and evangi 
cal repentance, may produce an external ref* 
mation, and excite men to a diligence and acti 
ty in duty ; though a comforting persuasion, 
having obtained pardoning mercy, is common 
both kinds of penitents, yet this can be no d 
tingiiishing criterion, in the case before us. F 
though legal terrors may lead to the exercise 
a sincere gospel repentance ; they do not belc 
to its nature ; nor are they any part of its ( 
scription Hence, we are led to observe, tl 
it is not the deepest sense of sin or guilt ; nor 1 
roost distressing sorrow, on that account ; ii 
not the fear of God's wrath, nor the greatest o 
ward reformation of life ; it is not the most d 
gent external attendance, upon all known dut 
nor the most quieting persuasion, of having mi 
our peace with God ; nor the most lofty pret« 
sions of ascribing glor5 to God, on that accoui 
DoraU these put together, that will justly deno 
j'nate a man sincerely pemVctvV. "^Jot \^\ ^ 
majr be, and have been, lYie «\X«[vttsaeoXA ^^ ^ 
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hypocrites ; and are frequently found with the 
false, as well as the true professor. 

But the repentance of a (rue C!hristian, (which 
needs not to bt repented of,) consists in a genuine 
sorrow for sin, as such ; and an earnest desire of 
deliverence from it. The gospel penitent groans, 
being burdened ; not for fear of hell, such fear 
being no part of a true repentance, though it may 
semetimes accompany a sincere and godiy sorrow 
for sin. But his grirf arises from an aff<>c ing, 
humbling sense of sin ; from a view of the sin of 
his nature ; the d^'pravity of his affections ; the 
hardness of his heart ; and the numerous sins of 
his practice, with their special aggravation. He 
mourns on account of his most beloved and most 
besetting i^ins ; he hates them with a godly ha- 
tred ; and is willing to spare none, no not even a 
right hand, or a right eye ; but longs for a great- 
er victory over his corruptions ; and, In good 
earnest, prays for more strength, to mortify his 
lasts, and to cut off all the supplies of sm. 

This repentance flows from a saving appre- 
henfion of the mercy of God in Christ ; and of 
course, must be the fruit and consequence of a 
saving faith. The gospel penitent, must have a 
realizing view of the purity and holiness of the 
divine nature, before he can loathe and hate his 
sin^y on the account of their contrariety to God. 
He must have a feeling sense, that there is par- 
doning mer:^ with God for sinners, before he 
can, with courage and sitTceTYV^ , ^v^Vj '^w S«^h^- 
oess, to a just and ho\y OoA. lA^ \a\\%V\s«s"^ 
felieving discovery of iVie v!«^ \xi NS^ada^^^^ 
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accessible by sioner?, before he can * hare a 
cess, with boldness, to the throne of grace/' V 
must see and feel, that there is safety in yenta 
ing a guilty soul in the hands of Christ, and i 
where else, before he can look to his blood i 
cleansing from guilt, and to his grace at 
strength for victory over his corruptions. Thei 
fore, though he acknowledges, that if God shoe 
mark iniquity, he could not stand before hin 
yet he remembers, that *' witb Godv there is fc 
giveness, that he may be feared ;*' and ^*' with b. 
there is plenteous redemption/' This prospc 
encourages and invigorates his cries for mercy. 
His repentance flows, also, from love to Gc 
and his law. He sees an admirable beauty a 
excellency, in a life of holiness ; and, therefoi 
groans after higher attainments in it. He is sc 
sible of his innumerable transgressions agaii 
the law of God ; and that he is far removed frc 
the purity and holiness of the divine natui 
This is the burden of his soul He n^ourns, i 
because the law is so strict, or the penalty so i 
vere ; for he esteems '* the law to be holy ; a 
the commandment holy, just and good ;" b 
because his nature is so contrary to God, a 
his practice so contrary to his will, he wisb 
not that the law should bend to hts corruptioi 
but to have his heart and life, fuUy subjected 
the law and will of God ; so that ^^ with '. 
mind, he serves the law of God," though in mc 
weakness and imperfecUon. 
Farther ; the repeiiVaT\ce o^ viVxcVv^ fi^ «V 
f?prings from a scriptutaV Yio^,«xv^V* Vww 
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coDDected with it. Faith opens the door of 
i ; and therefore of repentance. The ^os* 
tells us, *' we are saved by hope." This 
B life and activity to every grace, and to re* 
ance in particular ; though the Christian may 
3tinaies entertain a fear and jealousy of his 
sincerity ; though these may be coDsistent 
gospel repentance, and sometimes tend (per^ 
) to further its progress : yet all doubts re« 
ting the faithfulness of the gospel promises, 
le extensiveness of the divine mercy, or of 
xemption fiom the gospel offer : all appre* 
ions of his not being elected, of his having 
i<X away the day of grace ; or that he has 
nitted the' sin against the Holy Ghost : all 
linations that his sins are so circumstanced, 
)t to admit of pardoning mercy, &c. These 
directly destructive of, or inconsistent with, 
eatures and operations of a true repentance* 
>r, as repentance is a hatred of all sin, without 
rve, it must certainly include an abhorrence 
nbelief and despair, the greatest of all sins. 
I m»y venture to affirm, that the more lively 
comfortable the Christian's hope is, the more 
I humbled and abased for his sins ; and the 
i vigorous are his endeavours, after a life of 
obedience. Paul declared himself the Chitf 
mners^ under a full sense of pardoning mer* 
and represented hiofiself as a pattern of hope 
I that should come afler htm. 
conclude this highly important i^inl. T%^ 
solan's repentance \a \kiv^«»^ ^sA.'NMfi&KBfc:- 
f formation extends noX oiiX^ \»^fe"te*^'*^ 
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of the Church, but of his fmn^ly and closet; 
only to bis conversation, but to Uis thoughts 
affections ; not only to the worship of God 
to the duties of every relation he sustains ai] 
naen. In short, his repentance preduces hea 
]y- mind edo ess, humility, meeknesi>, charity 
tience-,. forgiving of injuries, self-denial ; a 
accompanied with all other fruits and grace 
the Blessed Spirit. 

Nor does he leave off repenting, till th^ 
mains of sin be removed, which is not to be 
pected on this side Heaven, lie finds so r 
deadness, formality, and' hypocrisy in his du 
so much: carnality, worldly-mi ndedness, anc 
belief in his heart ; so much prevalence o 
sinful affections, appetities and passions ;. at 
many foils by the sin that easily besets him ; 
he cannot but '* groan, being burdened, whi 
i3 iwthis tcibernacle.'* Repentance, theii, 
;)biding principle ;. it is the daily continue! 
orcise of the Ghristiao- indeed, until he lays ; 
the radutlc of mortality; 

And as the Christian truly repents, wit! 
expect to all sin^ so he dies dhily to the love 
practice of it. lie uses his utmost endeav 
fo guard a<;ainst the prevnilinsi; power of sin 
to extirpate or root it out of his soul, by all g( 
methods ; and by all the instrumental n 
which God has appointed for that purpose, 
endeavours, heartily, to maintain a cons 
lively, believing sense and apprehension o 
CFi'I oa^trre and domerit oC sw, vjVi^xWt -as 
/Tg". or coodemnrDjg'. He.\iee\»a u coti^vmvX. 
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•gainst the oolbreakings of corrupt natare ; vtith 
frequent, careful eiaminiilioB^, wliether sin i» 
giiningflr loeing ground in his foul. Hecon- 
ttantly iipplics lo Goil in Christ, and in the use of 
Ihn menns tind ordiDiiiiceB of grace, tur help 
agnjnrit tfie Inve and power of sin. 

Nor does lie rest here, but obriiins, cullivalefl 
•od improrcs, (according to bis measure) in nH 
the virtues aod graces of (he Cbtlsli^n life, upon 
|08pel principles, and from goaptrl motives. Iln 
religions actions, are performed according to the 
rale of God's word ; in obedience to his divine 
aathority.; in the exercise of fnith ; >o ibc glorf 
of God as their chief end, and with a humble, 
itedfast reliance on'Chri-f, both for amiitanee aod 
teceptaitce. Xfcis coursf is habilual and pertever- 
Kg- ; or as it is besutifully termed in scripture, 
"a walking with God" — '' a going on unto per- 
fection." This ia nn ouiline of that " hdincaa 
without which no man shall see the Lord." An4 
thus the sanctiticd person walks before Got), " in 
riitbteousneBs and holinefs, all the diiys of his 
kfe," nntil grace be perfected in ^lory. 

In addition lo this, i would only remark, that 
r^cneration, is an iiwtnntitneonj work, or act of 
God's Spirit ; giving a new and divine principle 
«f spiritual life lo the soul. Jntlt^miion and 
oitpiion, are acts of God's grace ttithout «*, 
rtiereby a relative change passes on eur state : 
bnt eanclification, is a " continued progressire 
I work of Ood's Spirit within ua," influeuci— ■ 
|-«ad co-operalJDg nith oat ejoi«a.\wa*,ix««»^'' 
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moment of oar regeneration, cill the day d 
complete perfection iif holiness at death. 

UprighteoQsness, is a striking feature i 
character of the Christian ; and may be vi 
under the denomination of gospel ainc 
which is expressed by two Greek words : th 
signifies a thing that will bear the strictest e 
nation, by the light of the sun ; and is us 
the apostle, when he exhorts the CorintM> 
keep the feast with the unleavened bread o 
eerity and truth. The other word, whi 
commonly translated nmplidty^ signifies, \ 
tide without folds ; and as far as it is used to 
acterize the Christian, intimates an open ao 
disguised behaviour, without deceit^ guilt, c 
simulation. This was the ground of the ap< 
rejoicing ; the testimony of his conscience 
in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with ii>c 
knavish or deceitful wisdom, but by the gr 
God, he had his conversation in the world 
according to this sense of the word, we are 
manded to lay aside all guile and hypo 
The upright man^ has a single aim and inti 
of pleasing God^ in the whole of his course 
although, this intention may not be actually 
in his heart, as the moving and producing 
of every sins^le action ; yet it is his hal 
prevailing intention. He desires to have nc 
prejudice or prepossession, against the fi 
God, however cross it may be to nature, 
former prejudices. He desires to be es 
Irom no part of his A\it^» Viowcv^t d\^c' 
eelf'denjiDg. His Bmcenlj exXeci^V^^^ii.^ 
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bif religious charncter and coDduct- He ii as 
.chful over his private, as hia public coaduct.; 
lOrry for his tecret fin^, nnd the follies of his 
rC, as for his eotnard ofiencf^s ; he id as deFoot 
I coDstiint in the rciij^ion of the family and 
let, as in tltat of th^ Cktirch ; as conscicDtiouf 
ihiinningotie sin as another> and id performing 
! duly as aDother. 

•ie maintains a uniform agreement between 
sentimt^ntg of bis heart, and hia Tvords anil 
ions. A Ginirere man, will not say that be 
ieves a doctrine, whrcfa he really dure not he- 
re, to please, or gain the good opinion of any 
n ; he will not ^pealt of exerciscp. fpflinfis. or 
)eriencc9 which he never bad, in order to ob- 
I any privilege ; he will not profess a sorrow 
sin, which he never felt, nor a resolution of 
entance and amendment, which he never 
ly nor solemnly made ; he ecoms to use trick, 
fire, and dissimulation, to gain bis ends mtb 
fplloiv creatures ; he will not pretend friend- 
[I or kindness, when be has none ; nor maJcv 
mi'-es which he intends notto parform ; no 
1 he stoop to the baseness of makiag friend' 
tension!', on purpose to impose on men-;-' 
sly insinuations, to draw things from them, 
freedom of discourse, with the mu'rdero- 
ign iif divulging ihcse very things, aflerwar 
beir disadvaiitangc. This is the wlckedco 
9> and craftiness ol the old serpent, and not tJ 
nnen and ^ioceTity of a ClsstviJisBi. ■«&*». 
im Itierc should ^c no ^^^■ 
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It is much to be lamented, tbat this 
tue, which, indeed, is one of the m 
goishing badges of true Christianity, i 
be 80 little practised, or so shamefull; 
under the popular pretence of necessi 
and other gilded tiilet. A clear, but i 
proof this, that many have only a nao 
while they are in the gall of bitterness 
of iniquity. 

The BiEEKNESS of the Christian, is 
ndered, as referring in- its exercises, bi 
and man. As it is a right temper tov 
it respects, either his word, or pr 
Christ was anointed to *' preach good 
the meek :*' and we are commanded '* 
with meekness (with the eager, submi 
dient temper of humble disciples, ac 
readiness of mind) the ingrafted wor< 
able to save our souls." 

It implies a scriptural acquiescence n 
sion to the will of Providence ; evf^n 
most severe and afiSictive dispensati 
Christian accepts the punishment of 
ties : and says with old Eli, <' It is th 
him do what seemetb him good ;" ar 
Church of old, *' I wi'l bear the ind 
the Lord, because I have sinned again^ 

The meek roan^ cultivates an ohiig; 

eous, peaceable, and composed temp 

baviour. He is calm under provoc? 

baviag a command over his own S\| 

harried on to cursing, TajWn^^ Te^tc 

ff^ogCj or to hasty resentv^^tiX s^i 
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which always drive men of furious, angoverned 
ptMions, to sinful, and often to very unjupt, aod 
injarious extrtmea. He is " slow to nralh ; not 
anilj provoked ; spenks not unadvisedly with 
bn lipa, Dor renders rdiliog for railing ;" but, by 
m/i and reaionable answers, turns away wrath, 
md overcomes evii mth gnod. Anger rests not 
in his bosom, but considering himself very im- 
perfect in tbc discharge of the duties he owea 
both to God and man, he forgives those wholres- 
pua against him. 

The evidence of meekness is, a becoming de- 
portment, in every station and relation of life. 
Bat above ail, it T'ill be unquestionably visible, 
in Ibings that relxle to religion. The nralh c 
mnn, worki; not the righteousness of Gor 
Though the rhrihiiiun mu?l contend earnest 
for the fiilh once delivered to ihe saints ; ai 
not diimeinble or deny what he considers to ' 
tbe Iruth of the gospel, even at the risk 
life ilielf ; yet he is by no menns at liberty to d 
fend and maintain Irath in a (lersecnting ^piri 
. but in meeknes!) to in^ttruct those wlio oppt 
themselves. The wi-iitom that is from above 

ffinl pure, ibco peaceable &c. 
In a wDid, the very genius of the gospel 
meekness. It is the minislrv of reconciliati 
which proclaims peace on tarth, as well as g 
will towards men. It is » fruit of the regent 
I ting, sanctifying spirit, without which we are 
I flared from acnplvkie, n«\»« ^"^ ec»«x"-R 
f kiDgdom of heaven. " 'WVa "^s- ^-w^"^ 
endued with kno»i\ea«fe aainw«.1«^^ 
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shew out of a good converstition, his worli 
meekness of wisdom,'' James 3. 13. A: 
the very temper and spirit of Christ, w 
'< set Q8 an example, that we should foil 
steps." 

Charity, is inseparably connected wi 
character of the Christian : and when in 
its largest sense, signifies the whole o£ hi 
botii to God and man. As it is only n 
word for love, it includes the two grea 
mandments liid down by our Saviour, as tl 
;uid substance of the Law and the Prophet 

As an unknown object cannot be belo' 
this Christian gnice, as it respects God, na 
presupposes a saving knoule-lge of bin: 
we have jusit and worthy conceptions of h 
rable perfections - It implies that we lo 
supremely ; (above all other beings and 
for if we do not love him (hns^ we do n 
him as God ; or the affeUion does not < 
pond with the obj«ct of it ; and it impl 
we are cheerfully and cordiaWy devoted 
service and obedience ; for *' this is the 
God, that WjC keep his comm \n'lments." 

The second branch of charity i«;, love 
'neighbour; which may be distinguished 
7nanity and Christian charity. 

Every man in scripture account, is our 
hour, Ici his nation, station, or religion, b 
it may ; and we owe love of charity to 
such; considering him as owt Ce\Vow-c« 
n partaker with us in the ft«m% coxa«\'i\i 
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as spruDg from the same original stock ; 
ture of the aame God ; an inhabitanl tv 
the same world ; subject to the same 
passions, appetites, ivants, iipcessities, c 
with ourselves, and bound nith us tr> t 
eternal world. From these relations < 
flow the duties of justice, sympathy, nn 
compassi'.iD, iill ^pi'ioging from the root of 
or love to our neighbour 

The Christian cierciHes a peculiar 
for all those who love his Saviour in sine 
brethren, disciples of the same Lord and 
■piritual children of the same God, by 
and regeneration ; heirs of the same ' 
hope, and incorruptible inheritance ; fe 
grims in the same strange country, and 
travellers together to (he same land cf 
This is still an advance upon human 
Unites Christians together in the mo*t 
bonds. In a word, Christ has made thi> 
distinctire btdge of discipleahip. "6 
■ays he, ' shall all men know that ye 
disciples, if ye bare love one lor anothe 

The tenour of the Christian's zeat, is 
Gal sermon on that caution of (he apos' 
is good to he always zealously affected v 
thing," Chrialiao charity qoickens I: 
both against the sins, and for the hap 
Others. We read that David was gni 
■bed tearrt. when he beheld trantgrem 
was vexed with the filthy coaven«tu 
wicked. Christ cast \\^« tobowi-Oowm 
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the court of the temple. Paul's spirit was 
cd at the sight of Athenian idolatry. True 
will engage the Christian to reprove the s 
others, in a proper place, time and manne 
shun sinful companions, and to do dl the go 
can for the souls of others. 

The zeal of Jehu, is quite difiereht fror: 
of the Christian ; his consists not in a^ihari: 
parade, but commences with casting the 
out of bis own eye ; it is vigorously conci 
for his own reformatiou, correction, imp 
ment in i^nowledge and grace, perfection fi 
nal security and happioess. Indeed if is a1 
to imagine, that a man can have any true h 
of sin in others, while he has none against 
himself; or that a man should, from prope: 
tives, be anxiously concerned for another i 
reformation, salvation and happiness, whil 
has po re8;ard to his own. 

In scripture we are furnished with num 
instances of a counterfeit zeal. Even a reli 
zeal is no farther good and commendable^ 
when it is on the side of truth and virtue 
cause, therefore, must be good ; otherwise i 
have the most mischievous consequences. 

The wisdom and goodness of God, is man 
cd in mercy, by a suitable proportion of 
and strength to his people, in every situati 
Fife. In the allotments of Divine wisdom 
Christian has to enter the Kingdom, througl 
liifold tribulations Here patience is nee 
jy- ^' Ye have need of paWwice^ C^^-on?^ V? 
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Hie Hebrewa) ihat afler jou have done the t 
of God, ye iiitglit receive ibe promise." Tbi 
are Iwo Greek wotdi in 9cri[)ture, b^ which ] 
litnce is expressed. The first uigiiilie!, llit 
during of affliciioHa leilJi coTiitancy : the eeco 
a Itngth of mind, which signifies n pnlienl Ttait 
for a pmmited good. Both thesu .nc iiiplica 
to toe Cliristian, in his preseni sUls. He m-'l 
DO pretentions to a philo^ophiciil itiieneibiliiy ' 
tier his troubles ant! iititlictions, but bears th 
ivith that spirit aoil temper whicli become!) 
chiiracter. If it is his lot to be in poverty, 
Itence wilL preserve him Trom usin;; unia 
methods, either or delivering himself out of 
cent straits, or of oblnining the things he maj 
sire, by unlawful ineuns ; poiiewng hii loi 
jialience, he ivnils God's will anil time in the 
of diity and honest endeavours, being ass 
that God will deliver him trom (rouble and 
ferm his promise lo him in ibc best and I 
manner. TIiuh his heart being *' directed 
the patient waiting for Christ" and all prot 
blessings through him, he can use with prop 
that mi'mRrnble hingiia^e recorded in Micah 
tinder the sivciest trials of his life, ei^pec 
when faith i.s in lively exercise : ** 1 will 
the indiijnatiun of the Lnrd, becii'ise I have 
Led iigaiitst hi:n, until he pl^ad my cause an 
ecutejiidaement forme : he will bring roe 
to the light, and i shall behold his right 

BCSS." 

((im'icharacUr, ans\^tt^;A;f>''^*-"'^'^^^^"* 
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nd •* lay hold on eternal life :" they are eaid to 
•Tercome '^ through the hlood of the Lamh ;'' 
Bd to ^* come off conquerors through him who 
»ved tbem." God gives the victory to-the be- 
ieviDg warrior, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
)at, though the success of the Christian's con- 
lict is certain, yet the means divinely appointed 
for this purpose, he must use. He must *' put 
)n," and •• keep on, the whole armour of God,'' 
described in Eph. 6. Why ? Because the ene- 
mies of his salvation are numerous, subtle and 
powerful. He has to encounter the permissive 
force of invisible and malignant spirits ; to 
" stand against the wiles of the Devil ;" to 
** wrestle against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places." 

He must encounter his own lusts and corrup- 
tions-, which treacherously join with these spirit- 
ual enemies against him, and being, as it were, a 
part of his very self, are the more difficult to de- 
ny, mortify and conquer. *' Wbat will ye see in 
the ShuUamite ? as it were the company of two 
armies ;*' in other words, grace and corruption. 

He mast, also, be opposed to those of his fel- 
k>w-creature9 who frequently use every artifice 
to allure him to sin, or to shame and jdeter him 
from duty. In short, he is at war with every 
thing which is at war with Heaven. 

The nature and number of his duties (as a 
Christian; absolutely reqviVTe \\\e ^^cw^sfc Q!v^>ft» 
nrtae, Wbat fortitude inwalVXTfc^vt^ \»<:.^\5 

o 
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ily with thai exhortation of our Lord, " If any 
Dan wilt be my ilisciple, let him deuy himself 
md take up hi< croBs and follow me." Self-dtai- 
il and sdf-cimqucsl, arc the noblest fenfa of c 
'age ; adn require the exertions of >i firm, n 
nte, and di'termined soul. " He that rule^ 
lis spirit, is better than he that tiikelh a city." 

The fal-<e opinicna, and deprated customs ol 
be world, muke s;id bafoc nmoDg human soub, 
ind il is The duly of etery Christian to oppoie 
hem, and to counteract their mischievoui teadeo- 
;y. The evangelic, il prer.ept is, " Be not con- 
brtiied to this world." Now, the maxira? of the 
Torld, libe irrfsistible torrent)^, sweep Ihe irreg- 
ilate and pusillRnimoiig professor along wifii^ 
hem- He hears his religious senliments ridi- 
culed ; hfe God irreierenlly mentioned ; his Sa- 
'iour traduced, and his pious friends made (he 
anghing-sl ock of fools, yet dares not reply; 
eare lobe rude, dreads the ridicule or resent- 
Deol of gome fellow-worm. But the cnurapeoUB 
Christian, d^res to be fingulnrly good ; he dares 
o stem the torrent of popular riepraxity and' 
orniption ; he di)re* to be pious and aprijjht,' 
gainst the example of Ihe multitude u ho do ini-T,«- 
|uity. And whilst he stteoiis to the duties of '^ 
lis station, in reproving sin. opposing error, prfr- 
lagaling (ruth, nnd conSicting with temptatiqt 
le bears up under the presenre of p^in, tti 
naljgnity of persecuting zeal, and the reproacb- 
1* of the ffTBAt and little vultrar, ivilh nil the fiir- , 
ode and magnnam'-ly of a Chrialiaci bcio ■, 
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e whole werld to deride, persecuU and 
him, he would, wiUt the heroic leader of 

tribes, reaolve, " Ab for me and my 
we will serve the Lord." 
ig briefly considered some of the leading 
. by ivhicli the Cbrietian is represented 
iiges of inspiralioD, I must fans by many 
n silence, which might he viewed nlth 
3 nnd RilviiDtage. lodeed. a miaute'^de- 
n of the Chii^ti id's stale, hta trials, and 
les, nould be sufficient to constitate a 
2 volume ; and, of course, cannot be com- 
williin the limits of this onllioe. Let it 
o obsetve. that (he people of God whilo 
re to shine m lights in the world, in the 
r ii crooked and perverse generation. — 
their destination. The life of a Christ- 
tiich, is J living comnient on the word of 

is the word of God reduced to practice. 
ughts are serious, chaste and heavenly ; 
rersalion modest, true, decent and pro&ta- 
s work; useful, charitable and holy; bis 
B unafTi^cted, coui-teous and cheerful ; his 
otesome, frugal and temperate ; his ap> 
invEoient, and suited to hir condition ; 

well tlisciplined, benevolent and godly ; 
■p quiet, moderate and seasonable ; liis 

devout, freqnent and fervent ; h^a recre- 
iivful. brief and judicinns ; and his mem- 
operly and proStably csercised. But, 

nil this be BO in 3 certain sftnaft, l\vQ«.igiL 
iflian loves God supreme\y,un& &<S\i^^ 
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ID his law afler the inward tnnD ; though 
erHl tenour or his charncler will agree 
above descriptioD, yel ne are far fro 
sing that he lives withorii n'm, nr that h< 
lutetj perfect in a pregf^nF life ; this la I 
consistent with ihe experience of the 1 
all age^. SoiomoD telN ux. " there is r 
man upon earth, (hat dneth good am 
□at.'' The apoxtle James assures us, 
many things ive all nffi-ml." Paul, the 
not withstanding uM h\» extraordinaire att: 
candidly nonfeBHed ihai he was " not yei 
perfect." liut, as every true believer 
ly does, he aimed at peiiectioD ; " reiic 
ward," and " pressing on towards the 
tc. 

The motion of a door upon it? binges 
progres?, is not the molion ot God's 
" The pith of the just is as Ih^- mor 
that shmes more and more unto lh( 

I shall conclude thisi outline, with a 
marks re-peeling the (Vlicity of the ( 
" Happy is that people, ■vhose God is th 
Is it rationiil. to suppose that person wh 
titule of »<olid and.subiilantial joy. who i 
ced of his deliverance from Ihe wrath 
and a liability to everlasting burnings ? 
pecially ivheri we consider him in pos. 
the Spirit of God, who is emphatical 
The roMFORTEtt ; and promised to e 
disciple of the Lord Jeaue, aa &v^'nss 
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dent, who " skall be ia them, and abide nitb Ihem 
forever." John 14. 16, 17. 

This joy is far diflVrenl from tbe gladness of 
Herod, when he heard (he preaching of John 
Baptiiit ; Hod from the self-delusians of those 
tujeDtioDed in the parable of (he sower, " who 
,liearthe word, and anon with joy receive it, bat 
ibr waot of root, it endures only for a while'" 
Truejoy is the Joy of fiith, and peculiar to the 
fiiithful. The same degree of joy, is not the 
sttainmeDt of every Christian ; nor is it to be 
found ID any Christian, a( all times in the same 
degree. The heart is the receptacle of this joy 
iccording to that promise, " I nill see you again, 
and your heart shall rejoice." Perhaps this is 
one reason, why the enemies of Christianity have 
affected !• despise religion, as a melancholy 
course ; aIthoui>h this is far from being the case. 
If hen we consider thRt this joy (in some degree^ 
is inseparably connected wi(h true sorrow for 
■in, which appears the most gloomy, id the cata- 
logue of Chrisiiau Ktices. 

The believer's felicilj is not founded on (be 
dnties be performs, nor in the grnces which he 
possesses ; though itis it never-failing concomit- 
sdI of (hette. trhen in lively exercise : but this 
fruit Iff (he Spirit in the snul of the Christian, ia 
foiiuded on God's everlasting; love, his unibn to 
Chrial, and the security of his continaance in 
thai blessed state. We read in Lake 10. 24. 
that Christ directed his disciples, not to rejoice 
[ in their iJele^aled dom'mion o\ct eVft «^\>NSi" 
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'' But rather (says he) rejoice becai 
names are written in Heaven." '•* 1 hs 
thee, (says the Spirit of God by the pro 
emiah, 31. 3.) with an everlasting lo 
therefore with loving kindness have 
thee.*' As this love will never have 
so it never had a beginning ; but is c( 
with the Ancient of days. This is a 
destination whereby the sovereign 
said to have " chosen us in Christ Jesu 
the foundation of the world « that we s 
holy ; having predestinated us unto the 
of children *' &c. Eph. 1. 4, 5. 

As the Christian is by nature a 
wrath, even as others," therefore th 
God is displayed as a love of appro' 
friendship, when he ** manifesto himsel 
as he does not to the world ; working in 
to will and to do, in a day of" Divio 
er." 

How mysteriously wonderful is the 
language of wisdom, Prov. 8. 31 *' 
in the habitable parts of his earth, an< 
lights were with the sons of men !" 
superhuman condescension, revealed 
in the diction of Deity. The apostle 
sures us that we love him, because he 
us This proves that his love precede 
pentance, holiness, prayers, and all 
that can be in us or about us. This lo 
in opposition to force and reluctance : 
/a opposition to pricey merits or com 
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.lere are some who exclude the word 
/ut in the room- of it, they bring in a 
of conditions ; and tell us, upon condition 
o so and so, God will do thus and so for 
and that under a gospel dispensation, God 
(vith us upon easier terms than those of the 
aint of works, requiring only some little 
accommodated to our weakness. This 
say) cannot be called merit ; for there is 
)portion between what we do, and what we 
t is only as if one should get a kingdom for 
ly. But these, and such like reasonings, 
'^er subtle, plausible and popular, are in- 
tent with the perfect righteousness of 
, and opposed to the evungalical assertion 
ted ; '* we love him because he first loved 
and to that of the apostle Paul, Eph. 2 4, 
kc. But God, who is rich in mercy, for his 
love wherewith he lt»vod us, even when 
!re dead in sins, hath quickened us togeth* 
h Christ, kc. 

js we are led to consider briefly, the he- 
's happy union with Christ. *' We joy in 
:hrough our Lord Jesu.^ Christ, by whom 
ve now received the atonement." Rom. 5. 
The manifestation of God in the flesh, and 
ilievef^s union to him, is a great mystery ; 
e truth of it is plainly revealed in the scrip- 
; and upon a right knowledge of it, cor 
r conceptions of vital piety depend, and 
of the comfort of every Chri&Uaxi, TVsc>& 
is not essential, like iVi^xV ol fti^ SX\xe^ ^«^ 
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80R6 ift th^ GolHbeiN} ; nor ptinenal, Ifte Ibt 

the Diviae toad fmmam ontiires ct Cfarist-^^ 

persoa ^ ihm Madialor ; nor is H rdaXiv^/a 

or poiitiisal^ like 0M wkich «ii&ikrt9' MiNi 

kiBg mi bu cQb)ecl»» prmvu^^tw^Hd] 

yaDts or dUcij^,. If Mcli nme 4e nifaM 

this unioD, if iroatt be nh Meb limteig^ ' iii 

apostle fl«|»meat8 it ^ fer tlw wealest 

can easily aadeniaoiEl how it is tfaail «' 

faifi subjects Bnkt* ooe hddj pofitic, or ar 

and his servaols one body domesdc^ But ttiii 

the mode or mumef of this utitoii adnaMs jd 

clear and full ei|>laiiatioo in the present "Hq 

feet state; yet tl^ figareaor oietspfaors'iHiS^II 

nsed in scriplore en this snbject, jvoTe tlMl 

a very close and intimate ^loibUt and isifi^ 

transforms and assimilates the soa( into tl|e^ 

temper f likeneH mtdepirii of Christy and ml 

it one with him^ in some yeiy importaijft resp 

It is compared to the nnion of a tnne ymk 

branches; a husband and his «^; ibe'COf 

stone or fowndcUion and the bvilding ; fbe 

and the members of the. same naturcl bo^ ; 

union of meat and dritA with the bodv w 

they neuriKh ; and the union between Qqd 

Father and Cbrist. Beiterer^aregCtdled * 

body of Christy" and ** members in partrcnl 

In other places ef scriptare» they are reprei 

ed as *' one spirit with Christ ;^ Christ is sa 

be '' in them the hope of glory," and their * 

hid with Christ in God.'' P<ad did not lire 

Chrisi UvedM fcitn< CYttuft. «cA Vi^x^'^^ 
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t^reisnted m faiviiig one common iniemt ; 
ftoD aod Father, and joint heirt in otte com 
itkeritant: Thii udiod ta ipmhto/. " Tbey 
tkU tire joined to tbe Lord, are ODe Spirit." 
They partake of ibe enne Dirine Spirit nitli 
their L»rd and Uiuler. They have aleo the 
«ww ttmptr and diipofition ; the Mtne nund in 
tfa«D which was atso in Christ JeaiM. His in- 
terest it Uieir intemt ; and his will is their will. 
1i their measure, they hare the same aims, de- 
lilnireg, aTCrsiana, and delights ; the same love 
■f OoD) zeal for bis glory, and charity and aOeC' 
tieo for bis crealurei and children ; aod hereby 
tbey know that Christ abides in them, by his 
^rit which he has given them. Bat tliosr who 
liare not thus the Spirit and temper of Chriu, 
Bay he assured that they are none of hie. 

Tbifl union is indtsavlvable, according to John 
10. S8, 39. and completes the basis of the be- 
Karer's happi&esj. For as f very blessing is val- 
Bable in proportion to its ctrtaialy and dnration, 
Pa the continuance of this union, if it be true, 
USt be a never-failing sonrce of felicity to the 
Christian. But though the trulh of this comfort- 
Ale doctrine may be doubted, disputed, denied 
tad rejected ; yet it appears perfectly consistent 
tith the perfections of Imhutahilitv ; and with 
the representations which we have in the tcrip- 
(um of trnth (vhuA cannot be broken') respect- 
iai^tbe regeoeralioD, jastification. adoption, ftc. 
•f those who shall be saved God glorifies those 
whom he predestinates, caUa, Kti4 ^\i%'iS«%, '<«.- 
airding to Paul, Rom. 8. TliM«.e wY« w* iaS«S 
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and sanctified, are preserr^d in Christ J(M§, 
cording to Jade 1 . 

The^reader wiH observe^tfaat I am not fj^ 
ing of a union by^rofes8io|i;1)|M by real im|il 
ation. We ' are anthorii^ed from s€ri|MiBMn 
state, that, hypocrites willngt tie steadiastf 1 
out. of -Christ, there is no perse)rerin||[';i 
those who are not boilt'od the ;«*o<^, cannbt> 
in the fury of floods f\ and that^ '* Ihe \n{ 
the hypocrite shall -he as the spider^s veb/*^r 
so with tht fighte&u^ ; he *^ shall %0|4d'On his*' 
rejoicing." And as God alonef -ceMiinly mU 
fallibly knows whether peraomrhaye tnrnii 
or not, so when professors fall into a Coinb 
gross sins, we are not rashly taeonclode tllat 
may fall from grace (totally and finally) be© 
it is impossible for as to know whether shch f 
ever Irdly and really gracioas. Jf thiis unioi 
which we speak, ihay be dissolved; or, in « 
word^, if salvation be merely possible^ < 
ground of joy can it be to us, that oar naili<4 
written in the book of life, since they may^s 
be blotted out ? The life of our m^tal M 
the hope of a glorious immortality ; hot 
must be a forl.ir « hope which is grounded on 
steadfastness of the human will 

If believers may b*- severed from Christ, i 
the foundation of faith is overturned ; he 
believes (says the Redeemer) shall be sai 
but the lan^ua^e of this opinion is, that,: 8 
who believe shall not be saved ; for it says 
some who truly believe, do liot persevere ; 
those who do not peraeTeTe,%\v^Viko\.\i^ « 
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And, according to this possible plan, it may poS' 
Bibly happen, that no an individual of Adam's 
race maj be saved ; for if one may finally fall 
airay, why not another, and by the same rale, 
why not all ? And then where is the church ? 
To what end is the death of Chrij>t ? The Lord 
Jeans may remain for ever a head without mem' 
hera ! (a deformity, even in the view of the na- 
taral world.) This is a thought, at which hu- 
man reason recoils with horror. 

Is it not something very shocking and absurd 
to reason, to suppose, that the states of men to- 
ward God, should be liable to hourly change ? 
that the body of the Christian, may be one hour 
a temple of the Holy Ghost, and the next a syn- 
agogue of Satan ? that he may be one hour a jus- 
tified person, the next under a sentence of con- 
demnation ? one hour a holy saint, the next a 
profane reprobate? one hour, a fa\ouvite of 
heaven, the next a confederate with hell ? the 
hour before death, in a ^tnte of salvation, a man- 
sion prepared for him in glory, at »he expence of 
Ihe blooJ and sufferings of the Son of God,' an- 
gels sent foWh, and ready to guard and convey 
him to eternal bliss ? an hour hence, the prey of 
devils, and driven by them to everlasting tor- 
ments ? The principle objections alledged against 
the continuance of this union between Christ and 
the believer, are the two following : — 

1. That it ministers to carnal confideuce and 
security. I^t, the very best of men can have 
no ground of confidence, ^o^te Vci ^^ ^Vs«w^ 

r2 
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and promise of God. We know, also 
ness and circamspection, are certain 
ble evidences of true grace, and wher 
wanting, it would be the most irratioi 
surd presumption, to be confident of [ 
in a grace which we have not. 

2. It is objected, that thi? doctri 
admonitions and reproofs, vain and 
But these are the ver> appointed m* 
standing, and to prevent our apostac 
we can have no certainty of persev 
what arises from our certainty of tl 
grace, and this can be only ascertaine 
dy and cheerful compliance with e^ 
motive, to universal holiness. 

We are far from thinking that th 
infallible, by any power of standin 
selves ; we believe that the Christiai 
himself, would fall from grace every 
we found this doctrine wholly on the 
promise of Ood ; firmly reiving on th 
of his infallible word, that his gifts 
are without repentance ; and thnt a 
** begotten a^ain to a lively hope by 
rectioo of Jesus Christ from the dea< 
heritance, incorruptible, undefiled, j 
deth not away, reserved in the heavei 

SHALL BE KEPT BY THE POWER OF Goi 

FAITH, UNTO SALVATION, ready to be 

the last time " Therefore, as thi 

doctrine is supported, not only by reji* 

£taesf of things J but by tVie cxiTteiA. c\< 

// ml J be a spring of joy to Tn^Yiy rA 
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'pie, SO loDg as '' the foundatioD of God stands 
sare, (having this seal, the Lord knoweth them 
that are his ;") and till the gates of hell, shall 
prevail against the God of Heaven. 

Thus we conclade, that God in Christ, as our 
eternal portion, h the ground of the believer's 
joy. It is a spiritual pleasure in feeding on, 
and walking with Christ ; this we conceive to be 
the nature of it. In its properties, it is spiritual^ 
hidden, abiding and unspeakable. Its effects are 
holiness and humility. The existence of this 
joy, or felicity, is inseparabiy connected with the 
Christian's gracious state and character, which 
we have briefly described; and evidences his 
justification, (and i^^s own lively exercise) when 
he can approach with boldness of access to God, 
through the blood of Christ : his adoption, when 
the spirit enables him to cry abba Father; and 
his sanctification, when every duty is made sweet 
and pleasant to him. 

The seasons in which, the exercise of this joy 
is more particularly apparent, are, 

1. After conversion, according to Act:* 8. 8. to 
which, the experience of many Christians, will 
bear witness. 

2. After sij^nal desertions ; *' weeping may 
endure for a night, but joy comes in the morn- 
ing," Psalm 30. 6. 

^. Tn a time of national commotions ; or indi- 
vidual calamities ; according to Psalm 46. 4. and 
Habakkuk 3. 17, 18. 

i. Under the pressure ot ^^t%^^xsSC\wv% ^s^'^^ 
the case of those meulvotie^, ^^\>- ^^- ^"^^"^ 
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>7full7 tbe ftpeOiog oT Iheir godl,'* « 
lat of the martyn in iMit qgo» ol wttm 
lessed, that *they- embniDed thft tfH i g l 
I 8mile,^a»d boBed ift ttaMi|HirtiL 
When tKe Chrtftuoi it bitM^(iridb Stl 
/ to thi; gaUi of 1he'grd»e, ^ I do tMtiqr Q 
ensibie exerciMof thiijcj^kiheloniira 
ilege of all tbe p?opte d^aod, i»ik^ 
r ; bot tbU 1 maj Mftlj affiraii dnJI Mi 
Is in tbe certain protpect of an J awft ti iji 
jolatiooy bare, ta tbey apiHttti^Dited *\t»i 
J of tbeir fiiitb« rijoiced ia bope of tbe ib 
Grod ;*^ and nosie even ** with joy niiapeal 
e." ■ • ■ 

But, if the rut of GodVi people rmunbr ;j 
ly is said only to be sowai {is a pf)|ne&t titai 
>r the ri^hteoos ; what must the foil banm 
»e ? Who shall deseribi' raa iircf»KBiyA8 
rsLiciTT or Hvavkn!!! When ibe geair 
diviciple of the meck and lowly ^ abdi b 
done and safiered the will of God on eoi 
how ecstatic 'his raptores ; to be admitted n 
ID the celestial portals of imanforlality ; to 
his sonl refined, and capacitated for tbe hV 
joyment of God ; his nature perfected, wi 
a single wish or desire nngratified : or in tl 
evated stjle of inspiration, to '* come auto ; 
Zion, and unto the city of the bviog Ooi 
heavenly Jeraiialem, and to as innomerabi 
pany of angels, to the general assemb' 
Chnrch of tbe first*born, which are wr 
beareo, and to God tbe yaAs^ ^i ^^wdii 
lirita ofjaat men made ^p^ee^^ voi^ ' 
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the meditator of the new covenant," &c. To 
be numbered with the shining retinue ef hea- 
een, who have *' come to Zion with songs, and 
everlasting joy upon their heads :" and with 
them to join in the ceaseless celebration of tnum« 
pbant praises to God and the Lamb for ever. 

Here we must pause : our ideas and concep- 
tions are, in a measnre lost, in contempLition of 
the glory hereafter to be revealed. That " far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory," 
vastly transcends the feeble powers of human de- 
scription. *' Paul, caught up to Paradise, heard 
words unutterable." The same apostle tells us 
that ** eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nei.her 
have entered into the hearts of man,'' to con- 
ceive ** the thing* which God hath prepared for 
them that love him." And the apostle John 
says, *' it doth not yet appear/* what the sons of 
God " shall be." But though ** we walk by 
faith, not by sight ;'* though the actual vision of 
h'^av eft's blessedness is veiled from moital view, 
yet Hod in mercy has condescended to meet our 
weakn'*:s, and support uur faith in that blessed 
hnpt^, by furnishing us with such prospects and 
emblems of happiness, as most impressively ob- 
tain among men. Heaven is represented io 
scripture as ^' Christ's palace, a house not made 
with hands, the better country, th^ New Jerusa- 
lem, the throne nf God, Paradise, the inheritance 
of the saints in light,-' Szc Believers are said 
to be heirs of the grace of life, or the life of glo- 
ry ; and to rejoice greatly in the pros^ecX.^^ >3ok^ 
" jttcorraptiblef unde&led,^* ** \3axlaSv\i^ vc^^^'^ 
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taoce, i«s«rTcdtefli»¥6)iibr tbem s'^ in iiNP^ 
to <« inherit «n thittgi.'^ lo theitl^ dUli^4M^ 
Revektimi, the ilMes of |Mici^ «r4 dMcritod 
trader the sjn^ of « uMt tiiiiMMrfiml€tar-i % 
place of perfiMt i^i4|fli^» a<$^ «iri atriftg,' 
Nations ha?e their riMrUt^ their rabi itin||iloM^ 
have their petiediv^itt Wtren ii • plac6 fli jMS. 
petual existedoe ; " a kihg^lMai $iA&di iMriSIhI^ 
mored :" where the lUifoiiiefl inbahitaiita idiill* 
be perfect! J bleated ih the Ifall enjojnieiit dTlr 
God in Christ, and "tagn liitb Urn fbr 0titt 
and ever. 

Perhaps some feiMi» upon tlt6 pertind of 
these lines, will* be ready to ekclafab wi& Bt* 
laam, <' Let aae die tte deatih of the t^jbOw^ 
let my last end be like his f To svch t would ssgf , 
God loves a living Christian ; ahoaost «ny pei 
wonld wish to be a Cbristiaii whefi dving^ 
we sufiTer with hios, (Ckriit) we shall «#o n 
with him ; if we deny him, he also will ^ 
us. Immortality has stamped sea aoiasing tMfi 
on man. The sool, that intdlliBCtmil spark, <HM 
kindled ap in the moral world, shaH never h6, 
ejitingnisbed ;l!inrviviog die limeral of nature. It 
mast exist throngh the rounds of endless ages ^ 
either nsing from glo^ td glorvi ascetiditt| per* 
fection's sc^e by enmess ^radiations, orsmking 
still deeper into the bottotnless abyss of misery, 
and to which its immortalitv most either prove 
an intolerable curse, or a blessing inconceivable* 
Therefore let me entreat yon, in the language of 
' aa emiaeat anther, to ih\iik,act«aiid Uye as in thil 
presence of God. $ and do ct«^ iik«wim^% 
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jfifiw a to his glory. Begin, continue, and end 
every day, as in his sight ; and every action, as 
aider his direction. Remember, that all things 
on earth are bat a shadow ; that time will demol- 
iih the system of the universe ; and that reli" 
gian only can rise upon the ruins, by the labours 
which it has inscribed to eternity and God. 



THE END. 



ERRATA, 

Page 10, line 18, for going, read goings, 

ib. 31, for set, read sat. 

13, 24, for a prophecy, read propheer/. 

14, 23, for scared, read snared, 

30, 22,. for righteousness, read righteous, 

60, 13, for rulers, read riches, 

ib. 28, for life^ ready?r«. 

72, 10, for divine, read divers, 
\12, 3, for Uprighteousness, read Uprightti 

VIO, 15, erase andf in the parenthesis. 
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